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MRS, HANNAH MORE, 


Authority and reafon on her wait, 
As one intended firft, not after tnade 
Occafionally ; and to confummate all, 
Greatnefs of mind and noblenefs, their feat 
Build in her loviielt, and create an awe * 
About her, as a guard angelic plac’d, 
MILTONe 


Fe ALE worth is a diftinguifhed feature in the character 
of virtuous nations... Few or none perhaps ever arrived 
at any degree of celebrity, or epjoyed the bleffing of general 
felicity, where it did not exilt, or was not an object of po- 
pular emulation, It tendets the mind fufceptible of the beft 
principles, inculcates the love of fcience, and fhapes our habits 
and inclinations to the ** unbought grace of life.” It expands 
and purifies the heart by a'thoufand namelefs refinements, is 
a fertile fource of excellence in every purfuit, and polifhes 
the public tafte, which forms our manners, fafhions, our 
| preferences; and renders the mutual intercourfe of the fexes, 

in every ftation, as amiable,as interefting. si 

For thefe reafons, the OMduct and qualities of women ar 
of the higheft moral and political confideration to focial wel- 
fare. It is from the peculiar caft of their character, ‘public 
opinion takes its complexion and bias ; and therefore whatever 
tends to regulate and improve their minds, will always be of 
the laft importance, both _' cotemporaries and poet 
e 
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We would fondly accelerate this general and _interefting 
object, by placing in the moft confpicuous view before the 
eyes of female youth, -fuch of our countrywomen as 
have raifed themlelves to-eminence, by a fignal difplay of 
ufeful and ornamental qualities. From thefe illuftrious ex- 
amples, female ambition may be roufed. Some may imbibe 
a tafte fo {weetly delineated, fome cultivate faculties fo popu- 
lar and clevated, fome imitate virtues fo laudably exercifed, 
and all be more or lefs benefited, by the beautiful and impref- 
five patterns of feminine excellence we mean thos « to 
communicate. 

In the front of a moft refpe@table felection of female au- 
thors, whofe exquifite tafte and talents have made them thus 
confpicuous, oad whom we confider as the principal orna. 
ments of our work, we are happy to place the celebrated Mrs. 
¢Hannah More. This lady has long flourifhed in theiterary 
world, whigh fhe has richly adorned by a variety of labours, 
all excellent in their kind. The Search aftcr Happine/s, a 
paltoral drama for young ladies, feems to have been her firft 
attempt, while only eighteen years old, and is replete with 
fuch diverfified merit as gave early pronsife of fybfequent im- 
srovement. Indeed, few or. in this or any other 
Bae are better calculated to refine the female tafte, 
reprefs the luxuriance of young imaginations, or charm the 
riling affections of minds glowing with fenfibility and ardour. 
But its chief diftinétion over every fimilar drama, is its purity 
of jcntiment, fimplicity of diction, originality of defign, and 
the inviolable affinity it eftablifhes and preferves between truth 
and nature, virtue and happinefs, habits of innocence, and 
the practice of piety. 

The concern fhe takes, and the intereft the feels, for the 
dignity of her own fex, is furthiér exemplified by a feries of 
beautiful Eflays, appropriated to the improvement of young 
ladies. It is here the commands at once the underftanding 
and the heart; and who can refift gonvi@ion, when, genius 
reafons from experience? Indeed,sher beit endowments are 
uniformly devoted ‘0 the interelts and culture of youth. ae 
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feems-to be the original {pring of all her amiable exertions : 
and with areal with to do good, fhe could not act froma 
ftronger impulfe. The world derives all its degeneracy from 
the negleé&t of youth. They fee the infignificance or profli- 
gacy of fuch as walk before them, and, abandoned or tied 
down to the copy fet them, naturally @§@ unavoidably follow 
it as clofe as they can. But this good lady, aware of what 
has always defeated the beft education, employs her whole 
time, and faculties of tranfcendent energy, in deteting and 
expofing the pérnicious influence of evil example, and raifing 
the preferences of the young and unexperienced, from palpable 
folly to found wifdom, from delufion to reality, and from 
the miferies of vigious, to the fubftantial fatisfactions of virtu- 
ous purfuits. 

In the caufe of religion and fociety, her labours are origi. 
nal anindefatigable. She even aims at rendeging corporeal 
exigence fubfervient to mental improvement, he the induf- 


trious poor are enlightened by her inflructions, while fup- 
ported by her bounty. It is no part Of her fyftem, to graft 


the fubordinate duties of life on ignorance, or to think the 
multitude cannot Be othegwife managed than by keeping their 
minds in darknefs. She is fully aware that haman mechan- 
ifm, like every other, is perfect and efficacious only in pro- 
portion as its beft powers are drawn forth and im»roved by 
exercife.. And the late inundation of foreign and unprece- 
dented licentioufnefs, which threatened to debauch our pea- 
fantry, and alienate their affections from the beft king, the 
fineft conftitution, and the mildeft government in the world, 
ftimulated and exemplified her zeal by exertions worthy of 
her character, of her country, and of human nature, to {tem 
the torrent Her ae been as fuccefsful as her mite- 
tives were bores e meafures fhe adopted, by the 
blefling of » have given a check to the flagitious princi- 
ples and foul morals of a people, whofe example, is more to 
be depricated than evélf their hoftility. 

It was with this view The expofed the grofs atheiftic tenden- 
cy of Dupont’s {peech ia ae French Convention, on Religion 
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and Public Education, and roufed the general abhorrence of all 
ranks, at the atrocity of a fyftem which ftruck at the vitals of 
every thing good and facred among men. She then pro- 
jected her Cheap Repofitory for fupplying intelligence of an 
oppofite tendency, to fuch as could not afford it on other 
terms. The fund, jy which the reared and maintains this 
impregnable fortrefs againft.the havock of irreligion and licens 
tioufnefs, originated in the munificence of the liberal circle 
to which fhe has accefs, by her perfonal merits and addrefs. 
Happily for our domeftic quietude, fhe appropriated all her 
intereft, with her affluent and refpeétable affociates in tafte 
and literature, not to crufh the diffatisfactions fhe forefaw 
fomenting in the public mind by coercionsybut for difpelling 
it, and defeating its influence, by the gentle means of reafon 
and perfuafion. She would lead her fellow creatures into 
habits of mutual forbearance and kind accommodati@m with 
each other, it drive them into thofe of harfhnefS and aver- 
fion: fhe would fill their heads with knowledge, that 
their hearts may not®be blinded by paffion: fhe would ine 
{pire them with principles of integrity, and a fenfe of what is 
juft and right, that their duty may be afi object of choice, 
not compuifion. 

Her Thoughts on the importngs of the Manners of the Great 
to general Society, and her Ljlimate of the Religion. of the 
Fafbionable World, breathe the fame {pirit, and are directed 
to the fame end. That thefe tracts have been ufeful, may 


veriation, or even detailed from ihe 
the Court. 
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All her works * are equally calculated to promote the 
fame benign purpofe, by awakening the world to its belt. 
intereft, and exciting it to praife-worthy actions. But in 
thus conceiving and demonftrating what others fhould be, 
fhe only fhews what fhe herfelf is. Her publications are an 
exact tranfcript of her own life; whigh is literally {pent in 
doing good. This is the pride and confolation of her heart, 
and much dearer to her than all other confiderations, from 
the loudeft applaufe of the world, or even the flattering ten- 
dernefs of friéfids Some of thefe have called her exquifite 
humanity, hér hobby horfe. Such of them as are wits, it 
has actually furnifhed with a’ new fpecies of raillery. It is in 
this humour, which is a mixture of praife and blame, the 
late Lord Orford, in a letter to herfelf, gives the following 
matterly fleetch. of her charaéter = 








oe 


* Belides a variety of annonymousprodutions, @teafionally pub- 
lithed ff periodical colle&tions, or handed about under the feal of 
fecreey, and cpafidegtly afcr:'bed to: Mrs. Hannah More, the fole 
lowing is the completeit catalogue of her legitimate labours we have- 
been aple to proctre } 

The Search after Happinef#p a paftoral Drama for young Ladies. 
Sacred Dramas, chiefly i ed for young. perfons; the fubjedts 
taken-trom the Bible. To whi€his.added, Senfibility, a Poem. 
Percy, a Tragedy, a8 it was aéted at the Theatre-Royal, Covent 

Garden. 

The Fatal Falfehood, a Tragedy, as it was ated at the Theatre 

Royal, Covetit?Garden. 

Sir Eldred of the Bower, and. the Bleeding Rock, two Legendary 

Tales. 

Effays for Young Ladies. 

Inflexible Captive. 

Ode to Dragon, ; 

Florio, and the Bas Bley. 

Thoughts on the Imporance'of the Manners'‘of the Great to general 

Society. *: 

An Eitimate of the Religion of the Fafhionable World. 
Remarks on the Speech of Mr. Dupont, made in the National 

Convention: of Franeg om the Subjeéts of Acligion and Public 

Education. | ' 


Wiliage Polaticks, by. Will Chip. 
B 3 “h 
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« It is very provoking,” fays his lordthip, ‘that people 
mult be ae han = or a win Ting ph ps 
mad, that you, foctanth, miftrefs, may have the diverfion 
of exercifing your pity, and good nature, and charity, and 
interceffion, and all that beadroll of virtues that make you 
fo troublefome andamiable, when you might be ten times 
more agreeable, by writing things that would not coft one 
above half-a-crown at a time. You are an abfolutely walk- 
ing hofpital, and travel about into Jone and bye places, 
with your doors open to houfe {tray-cafualejgs. 1 with, at 
leaft, that you would have fome children yourfelf, that 
you might not be plaguing one for all the pretty brats that 
are ftarving and friendlels, I fuppofe, it was fome fuch 
‘¢ goody, two or three thoufand years ago, that fuggefted 
© the idea of an alma-mater fuckling the three hundred and 
«. fixty-five bantlings of the Countefs of Hainault.—Well, 
<€ as your newly adopted penfioners have two babes, Tinfitt 
6 on your accepting two guineas for them, inftead offone at 
«* prefent, that is, when you fhall be prefept. “If you catinot 
« circumfcribe your own charities} you fhall not ftint mine, 
Madam, who can afford, it muchibettergeand who mult be 
dunned for alms; and do net ble over hedges and 
ditches, in fearching for ofiportunitics of flinging away my 
«¢ money on good works. I employ mine better at auctions, 
** and in buying pidures and baubles, and hording cyriafities, 
that, in truth, I cannot keep Jong, but that. will lait for 
ever in my cataloguey»@od make .me immortals Alas! 
will they cover a multitude of fins? Adieu! I cannot 
jeft after that ientence.” ; : 








THE MAID OF'8T. MARINO. 


AN HISTORICAL LEGEND. 


APPY in the enjoyment of fugh advantages as were 
H peculiar to the inhabitants of Si! Marisa, a {mall but 
long-famed republic in the dukedom: of Nabino) - Jaques 
*% Mingotli 


* 
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Mingotli and his wife Marian were thankful to their tutela 
faint for a retirement’ fo favourable to the pofleflion of domet- 
tic peace.—Jaques had quitted Marino at an carly age, un- 
known to his-friends, for the purpofe of engaging in the holy 
wars ; and after various dangers had retired to take pofleffion 
of his long-betrothed Marian, and the little property be- 
queathed by his father, for whofe fake the Council permitted 
him to vesfidin the privileges of a republican.—For feveral 
years fucceeding their union, the livelieft traits of conjugal 
unanimity were exhibited in the conduct of this prudent. cou- 
ple, notwith{tanding Marian might have demanded the ex 
fition of certain myfteries attending her hufband’s rious 
Marino; but fhe carefully fuppreffed any indulgence of . an 


unwarrantable curiofity, and appeared contented wth the 


motives he was pleafed to aflign for committing to her the 
eare of achild, apparently under the age of feven years, to 
whofe language himfelf was a ftranger ; but when acquainted 
with that of Italy, the ufed to fpeak of England—of Salifbury 
—and fometimes mentioned the names of Richard and Bean- 
gana, King and Queen of Britain. Her own name, fhe faid, 
was Lucia, to which fhe ufed to add the title of Lady.— 
The plain cloathing, fimiple diet, and reftri@ed amufements 
allowed by the republic, were quite unfuitable to our little 
{tranger’s ideas.——There was an air of difappointment, mixed 
with an unconfcious regret, in her acceptance of the honelt 
civilities fhe received ; but time, and the unwearied tender- 
nefs of Jaques and Marian, foothed, if they did not wholly 
eradicate, the imperfect fenfe fhe feemed to retain of former 
greatnefs. It was fomewhat remarkable, that among the 
tokens of magnificence which were confpicuous in the drefs 
fhe wore when firft. prefented to Marian, was a {eal ring, of 
uncommon magnitude, which depended from a ribbon faft- 
ened about her neck, Of this memento Jaques was par- 
ticularly careful, hoping it might one day forward a difcovery 
of her origin, for he frankly confeffed he knew not to whom 
fhe belonged ; althougl, the circumftance which threw her 
upon his mescy, gave him reafon to think his young charge 
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was of high defcent, but of that circumftance he chofe not to 
fpeak; and Lucia, after feven years abode at Marino, claimed, 
by her willing obedience, the full and entire affection of her 
humble fofter parents; while the ferenity and cheerfulnefs, 
which were the characteriftics of a {tate governed by moderate 
and wife principles, extended their influence even to the 
bofom of Lucia. About this period of her age, an incident 
which occurred in the republic awakened our happy family 
from their beloved tran aility, carried diftrefs to the heart of 
their adopted child, and wrung the particulars of Lucia’s in+ 
troduction to Jaques from his generous heart ; which, when 
known, did not in the leaft elucidate the obfcurity that veiled 
her birth :—A decrepid foldier appeared before the firft 
Council, to folicit for his refidence on their healthy mountain. 
His figure was noble, and, although declining, did not bend 
beneath the weight of years, but from a Jamenefs hereafter to 
be explained. His eye fparkled with a luftre which bid de- 
fiance to infirmity and incidental occafions. His grizzled locks, 
retiring from the pale and hollow temple, gave a fimplé’ma- 








jefty to his expreflive countenance, while the modetty of his 
manner added unufual force to that requeft the rules of Ma- 
rino forbid. It caufed, notwithftafiding, fome difquiet to 
the community. It was inimical to ancient cuftoms, broke 
in upon their eftablifhed rights, and threatened an innovation 
of thofe laws fo many. revolving centuries had feen obferved ; 
but diftrefs urged: its claims, the nee of pity were fecured, 


and charity did the reft.— Leftrange, for fo the veteran called 
himfelf, foon became a welcome vifitor to Jaques, and an 
object of much intereit to the gentle Lucia.—He fpoke of 
war, and his countenance was illumined with martial’ ardor 
—of peace, and a foft melancholy {tole over his features ;— 
but when folicited to talk of Aim/elf, or his former fituations 
atear, a figh, even a faint bluth paffed alohg his cheek, 
proving the delicacy of that cherd which vibrated fo painfully 
to the touch or remembrance of recollegted forrows.—Lucia,, 
to whofe artlefs queftions he paid@ marked attention, faw 
and refpected the reluctance he thewed to apfwer certain ins 
& terrogatories.. 
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terrogatories. ‘The fimplicity of her education (for nothing 
fuperfluous was taught in that excellent community) had nei- 
ther contre ted her feelings, or prevented a di play of the 
perfeétions fhe inherited from nature ; and when {pared from 
thofe occupations, an indefinable aukwardnefs made irkfome, 
her chief delight was to ramble along the edges of that vatt 
height which fupported the town, accompanied by Leftrange, 
whofe remarks, amufing, in{truéctive, and elegant, opened a 
new fcene to her ductile mind. She attended with wonder 
and delight to his familiar and beautiful explanation of the 
brilliant orbs which derived peculiar luftre from the bright- 
nefs of an Italian atmofphere; and, while tenderly aflifting 
his feeble fteps, felt a pride in the idea that the was in fome 
meafure of confequence to his eafe. Fifteen months had 
quickly elapfed in thefe reciprocal offices of kindnefs, and the 
loves of Lucia and Leftrange became good humouredly pro- 
verbials when, on one particalarly ferene evening, tempted by 
an unufual flow of ftrength and fpirits, Leftrange ventured 
with his lovely gompanion beyond the bounds of Marino, 
He was deeply engaged in defcribing the courfe of the moon, 
as fhe gilded the cyprefles which formed a grand ayenue to 
the —— church, when {uddenly ftopping, and looking 
into the glen below, which was formed by an inferior moun- 
tain, he feemed almoft petrified by the appearance of three 
men, who ftood attentively obferving him. Lucia turned a 
fearful look towards her friend, upon hearing him exclaim, 
‘ He was betrayed,’ and could fearcely ommete herfelf ; 
while he, pointing to the men, told her they were deputed 
to drag him to a fhameful and undeferved death. ‘* Yes,’ faid 
the venerable man, ‘all is loft, 1 cannot efcape. Ah! horrible, 
The rack muft again be my portion.’——He was proceeding, 
when Lucia fuddenly darted away, and flying to Jaques, 
told him the circurnftance. Endeared by the fanétity of his 
manners, his former occupation, and the veneration fo wil- 
lingly paid by a refleGting cteature to worth, Leftrange found 
in Jaques a ready friend: he haftened towards the fpot 
pointed out by Lucia, but before he cauld reach it, met him 
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in the cuftody of thofe men from whom he profeffed to ap- 
“are fo much danger, and with painful aftonifhment be- 
eld them conduéting his valued companion to the Council 
Hall; where, to his utter difmay, he heard the helplefs 
prifoner accufed of a horrid murder, committed fome years 
fince, attended by circunitances of peculiar cruelty, on fuf- 
picion of which he had endured the fecond degree of torture, 
and that his obfinacy had fo far farmounted bodily anguifh as 
to be prepared for the third degree ; but owing to a miftake 
in an evidence, the lenity of his judges had permitted him to 
efeape. ‘ And on what,’ afked the chief magiftrate, ‘do you | 
ground your prefent conviétion that he is the criminal ?— 
Alonzo, the perfon who thus afferted his guilt, hefitated, 
for Leftrange lifted up his penetrating eye, as if eager to 
know the motive for fuch a perfecution. ‘ Speak,’ he cried, 
* was I not acquitted?’ Alonzo took courage : § It is not in 
this court we can bring forward a cafe of this nature ¢ it is 
Jaid before the King of Naples, who has iffued his fovereign 
grant to the heirs of Vanzenza, for feizing you wherever you 
might be found.’ ‘l'o an information fo decifive, Leftrange 
now oppofed the ftricteft filence, nor could their utmoft ef- 
forts to draw from him either defence or confeflion avail ; 
but when Alonzo argued the neceflity of his being again put 
to the queftion, which he hinted might then be done, the 
Prefident arofe, and with a compofed, yet indignant afpedt, 
ftood mute for a moment ; then turning to the accufers : ¢ It 
appears,’ he cried, *that you are ftrangers to the Jaws of 
this republic, or fuppofe us to be actuated by the barbarous 
meafures of fome other communities. J.earn, that we do not 
arrogate to ourfelves the defpotic power to inftic punifhment 
before conviction, nor is penal torture known to us but by 
name ; at any rate, your requeft {trikes at our glorious privis 
leges, confequently is an infult.’—Lucia, who had fol- 
lowed her beloved inftruétor to the hall, now underftood the 
{cope of his purfuers’ infernal defigns. o- 


[Te be continued. ] 
THE 
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THE FATAL EFFECTS OF GAMING; 


OR, THE HISTORY OF MISS BRADDOCK. 


A true Story. — 


ISS Frances Braddock was defcended from one of the 

beft families in the kingdom*, and came into poffeflion 
of a large fortune upon her filter’s deceafe. She had early 
in life been introduced into the beft company, and contracted 
a pailion for elegance and expence. It is ufual to make the 
heroine of a {tory very witty and very beautiful; and fuch 
circam{tances are fo furely expeéted, that they are {carce at- 
tended to. But whatever the fineft poet could conceive of 
wit, or the moft celebrated painter imagine of beauty, were 
excelled in the perfections of this young lady. Her fupe- 
riority was allowed by all who either heard or had feen her. 
She was naturally gay, generous to a fault, good-natured to 


the higheft degree, affable in ae and fome of her 


letters and other writings, as well in vefle as profe, would 
have fhone amongft thote of the moft celebrated wits of this 
or any other age, had they been publifhed. 

But thefe great qualifications were marked by another, 
which leffened the value of them all :—fhe was imprudent ! 
But let it not be imagined that her reputation or honour fuf- 
fered by her imprudence ; I only mean, fhe had no know- 
ledge of the ufe of money; fhe relieved diftrefs, by putting 
herfelf into the circumftances of the object whofe wants fhe 
fupplied. 

She was arrived at the age of nineteen, when the crowd 
of her lovers, and the continual repetition of new flattery, 
had taught her to think fhe could never be forfaken, and 


* She was the daughter of a G-neral Officer, who left her and 


her fijter 60001. ; but the latter dying about the year 1727, fhe came 


inte the waole poffeffion of it. w 


never 
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never poor. Young ladies are apt to expect a certainty of 
fuccefs from a number of lovers; and have feldom feen 
a girl courted by an hundred lovers, that found a hufband in 
any. Before the choice is fixed, fhe has eitherdoft her re- 
putation, or her good fenfe ; and the lofs of either is fuffi- 
cient to confign her to al virginity. 

Among the number of this young lady’s lovers, was the 
celebrated S———, who at that time went by the name of the 
Good-natured Man*. This gentleman, with talents that might 
have done honour to humanity, fuffered himfelf to fall into 
the loweft ‘ftate of debafement. He followed the diétates of 
every new paflion; his love, his pity, his generofity, and 
even his friendfhips, were all in excefs. He was unable to 
make head againft any of his fenfations or defires, but they 
were in general worthy wifhes and defires, for he was confti- 
tutionally virtuous. This gentleman, who at laft died in a 
jail, was at that time this lady’s envied favourite. 








It is probable that he, thoughtlefs creature, had no other jf 


fpeé&t from this amour than that of pafling the prefent 
csbiahe agreeably: he only courted dif Son's an the 
lady’s thoughts were fixed on happinefs. At length, how- 
ever, his debts amounting to a confiderable fum, he was 
arrefted and thrown into prifon. He endeavoured at firft to 
conceal his fituation from his beautiful miftrefs ; but fhe foon 
came to a knowl;dge of his diftrefs, and took a fatal refolu- 
tion of freeing him from confinement, by difcharging all the 
demands of his creditors. 

Mr. Nath was at this time in London, and reprefented to 
the thoughtlefs young lady, that fuch a meafure would effec- 
tually ruin both ; that fo warm a concern for the interefts of 
Mr. S would in the firft place quite impair her fortune 
in the eyes of our fex ; and, what was worfe, leffen her repu- 
tation in thofe of her own. He added, that thus bringing 


* It is evident that the charaer of this gentleman fucgefted to 
Dr. Gold{mith the principal circumftances in his excellent Comedy 


of The Good-Naturcd Man. 
Mr, 
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quaintance began to dif-efteem her in proportion as fhe became 
or. 

In this fituation fhe accepted Mr Nath’s invitation of re- 
turning to Bath ; he roeniltl to introduce her to the beft 
company there, and he affured her that her merit would do 
the reft. Upon her very firft appearance, Jadies of the higheft 
diftinétion courted her friendfhip and efteem ; but a fertled 
melancholy had taken poffeflion of her mind, and no amufe- 
ments that they could propofe were fufficient to divert it. 
Yet ftill, as if from habit, the followed the crowd in its 
levities, and frequented thofe places where all perfons endea- 
vour to forget themfelves in the buftle of ceremony and fhew. 

Her beauty, her fimplicity, and her unguarded fituation, 
foon drew the attention of a defigning wretch, who at that 
time kept one of the rooms at Bath, and who thoaght that 
this Jady’s merit, properly managed, might turn to good ac- 
count. This woman’s name was Dame Lindjey, ‘a creature 
who though vicious, was in appearance fanétified ; and though 
defigning, had fome wit and hamour. She began by the 
humbleft affiduity to ingratiate herfelf with Mifs Braddock ; 
fhewed that fhe could be amufing as a companion, and by 
frequent offers of money proved that fhe could be ufeful as a 
friend. Thus by degrees fhe gained an entire afcendant 
over this poor, theughtlefs, deferted girl; and in lefs than 
one year, namely about 1727%, Mils Braddock, without 


* It muft have been later than this period. 
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ever traniprefling the laws of virtue, had entirely loft her re- 
putation. Whenever a perfon was wanting to make upa 
party for play at Dame Lindfey’s, Sylvia, as fhe was then 
familiarly called, was fent for, and was obliged to fuffer all 
thofe flights which the rich but too often Jet fall apon their 
infeviors im point of fortune. 

In molt, even the greatelt minds, the heart at lait becomes 
level with the meannels of its condition ; but in this charm- 
ing girl it ftrugeled hard with adverfity, and yielded to every 
encroachment of contempt with fullen reluctance. 

But though in the courfe of three years the was in the very 
eye of public .iofpection, yet Mr. Wood the architect avers, 
that he could never, by the ttricteft obfervations, perceive her 
to be tainted with any other vice, than that of fuffcring her- 
felf to be decoyed to the gaming table, and, at her own hazard, 
playing for the amufement and advantage. of others. Her 
triend, Mr. Nath, therefore thought proper to induce her to 
break off all conneétions with Dame Lind{ey, and to reat 
part of Mr. Woods houfe, in Queen’s-{quare, where fhe 
behaved with the utmoit complaifance, ai and virtue. 

_In this fituation her deteftation of lite itill continued ; the 
found that time would infallibly depsive her of part of her 
attractions, and that continued folitude would impair the reft. 
With thefe reflections fhe would frequently entertain herfelf, 
and an old faithful maid, in the vales of Bath, whenever the 
weather would permit them to walk out*. She would even 
fometimes ttart queftions in company, with feeming uncon- 
cern, in order to know what act of fuicide was eafieft, and 
which was attended with the {malleit pain. - When tired 
with exercife, the generally retired to meditation, and fhe 
became habituated to early hours of flecp and reft. But 
when the weather prevented her ufual exercife, and her 


fleep was thus more difficult, the made it a rule to rife from 
Ps 








* A contemporary writer fays fhe had been heard to fay, after the 
laf ftroke giv-n to her fortune, that no one fhould be ever fenfible 
of her neceflities, were they at the laft extremi-y.—C. D, 
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her bed, and walk about her-chamber, till fhe began to find 
an inclination for repofe. 

This cuftom made it neceflary for her to order a can- 
die to be kept all night in her room. “And the maid 
ulually, when fhe withdrew, locked the chamber door, and 
pulhing the key under it beyond reach, her miltrefs by that 
conitant method lay undifturbed till feven o’clock in the 
morning; then fhe arofe, unlocked the door, and rang the 
bell as a fignal for the maid to return. : 

Mr. Wood and part of his family were gone to London; 
Mifs. Braddock was left with the reft as a governefs at Dath, 
She fometimes faw Mr, Nath, and acknowledged the friend 
fhip of his admonitions, though the refufed to accept any 
other marks of his generofity than that of advice. Upon the 
clofe of the day in which Mr. Wood was expeéted to return 
from London, fhe exprefled forme aneafineis at the difap- 

intment of not feeing him; took particular care to fettle 
the affairs of his family; and then, as ufual, fat down to 
meditation. She now caft a rcetrofpect over her paft mifcon- 
duct, and her approaching mifery: the faw that even aiflu- 
ence gave her no real happinels, and. from indigence the 
thought nothing could be hoped but lingering calamity. She 
at length conceived the fatal refolution of leaving a life, in 
which fhe could fee no corner for comfort, and terminating 
a {cene of imprudence in fuicide, 

Thus refolved fhe fat down at her dining-room window, 
and with cool intrepidity wrote the following elegant lines 
oa one of the panes of the window : 

**O death! thou pleafing end of human woe! 
Thou cure fer fe! Thou greateft good below ! 


Sull may’ thou fly the coward and the flave, 
And thy foft umbers only blefs the brave*.”’ 


* On reading thefe lines, a gentleman could nog avoid exclaiming, 
**O dice! ye falfe diverters of our woe ! 
Ye watte of life, ye greateft curfe below! 
May ne’er good fenfe again become your flave ; 
Nor your falfe charms allure and cheat the brave !""—C, D, 
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She then went into company with the moift chearful {ere- 
nity, talked of indifferent fubjects till fupper, which fhe or- 
dered to be got ready in a little library belonging to the 
family. There fhe {pent the remaining hours, preceding bed 
time, in dandling two of Mr Wood’s children on her knees. 
In retiring from thence to her chamber, fhe went into the 
nurfery, to take her leave of another child, as it lay fleeping 
ta the cradle. Struck with the innocence of the little babe’s 


looks, and the confcioulnefs of her meditated guilt, fhe could | 


not avoid burfling into tears, and hugging it in her arms; 


She then bid her fervant good night, for the firft time fhe had 
ever done fo, and went to bed as ufual. 


It is probable fhe foon quitted her bed, and was feized 
with an alternation of pafhons, before the yielded to the im- 
pulfe of defpair. She dreffed herfelf in clean linen, and 
white garments of every kind, like a bride-maid. Her gown 
was pinned over her breaft, juft as a nurfe pins the fwaddling 
clothes of. an infant. A pink filk girdle was the inftrument 
with which fhe refolved to terminate her mifery, and this 
was lengthened by another made of gold thread. The end 


of the former was tied with a noofe, and the latter with three | 


knots, ata {mall diftance from one another. 


Thus prepared fhe fat down again and read ; for fhe left : 


the book open at that place in the ftory of Olympia in the 
Orlando Furiofo of Ariofto*, where, by the perfidy and ingra- 
titute of her bofom friend, fhe was ruined, and left to the 
mercy of an unpitying world. This tragical event gave her 
freth {pirits to go through her fatal purpofe ; fo ftanding upon 
a ttool, and flinging the girdle, which was tied round her 
neck, over a clofet door that opened into her chamber, fhe 
remained fufpended. Her weight, however, broke the gir- 
dle, and the poor defpairer fl upon the floor with fuch 
violence, that her fail awakened a workman that lay in the 
houfe, about half an hour after two o’clock. 
Recovering herfelf, fhe began to walk about the room as 
her ufual cuftom was when fhe wanted fleep; and the work- 


* See Harrington's Tranflation, B, x. p. 74, 75.—C. D. 
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man imagining it to be only fome ordinary accident, again 
went to fleep. She once more, therefore, had recourfe to a 
{tronger girdle, made of filver thread, and this kept her fuf- 
pen ded till the died*. 

Her old maid continued in the mofning to wait as uftal 
for the ringing of the bell, and protracted her patience, hour 
after hour, till two o’clock in the afternoon; when the work- 
men at length entering the room, through the window, fotnd 
their unfortunate miftrefs {till hanging, and quite cold. The 

coroner’s jury being impannelled, brought in their verdiét 
Lunacy; and her corpie was next might decently buried in 
her father’s grave, at the charge of a female companion,, 
with whom fhe had for many years an infeparable intimacy. 

Thus ended a female wit, a toaft, and a gametter ; loved, 
admired, and. forfaken. Tormed for the delight of fociety, 
fallen by imprudence into an object of pity. Hundreds ia 
high life lamented her fate, and wifhed, when too late, to 
redrefs her injuries. ‘They who once helped to impair her 
fortune, now regretted that they had aflifted in fo meana 
putfuit. The little effects that fhe had left behind, were 
bought up, with the greateftavidity, by thofe who defired ‘to 
preferve fome token of a companion that once had given them 
fach delight. ‘The remembrance of every’ virtue fhe was 
poffeffed of, was now improved by pity. Her former follies 
were few ; but the laft fwelled them to a large amount : and 
the remains ‘the ftrongeft inftance to pofterity, that want of 
prudence alone almoft cancels every other virtue.. 


* Mr. Wood, in his Defcription of Bath, Vol.ii. p. 451. relates 
that the was kept juft fufpended, till the natural ttruggles for life tor. 
tured her to death; and, in dying, made her bite herown ton 
through in feveral places. He adds, that when life had left het 
body, it ftretched to fuch a degree,. that her ancle bones touched! 
the floor of the room; and her hand was fo flrongly clinched about 
the key of the door, that the ftrength of her arm mult have operated! 
againft her neck during the whole time of her dying. —C. D. 
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AN EXTRAORDINARY STORY. 


t the country, laft year, fays Madame du Montier, I 
was in company with a good friar, eighty years of age, 
from whom I had the following ftory : 

* About forty years ago he was fent for to a highwayman, 
to prepare him hee death. They fhut him up in a {mall chapel, 
with the malefactor, and while he was making every effort 
to excite him to repentance, he perceived the man was ab- 
forbed in thought, and hardly attended to his difcourfe. My 
dear friend, fays he, do you refleé& that in a few hours you 

_muft appear before your Almighty judge ; what can divert 
your attention from an affair of fuch importance ?—T've, 
father, returned the malefaétor, but I cannot diveft myfelf 
of an idea that you have it in your power to fave my life.— 
How can I pothibly effeét that, rejoined the friar ; and even 
fuppofing I could, fhould [ venture to do it, and thereby 

9 yee an Opportunity of accumulating your crime? If that 

, that prevents you, replied the malefactor, you may 

rely on my word; I have beheld the rack too near, to again 

expofe myfelf to its torments. The friar acted as I and you 

fhould have done in a fimilar fituation, he yielded to the im- 

pulfe of compaflion, and it only remained to contrive the 

means of his efcape. The chapel where they were, was 
lighted by one {mall window near the top, fifteen feet from 
the ground. You have only, faid the criminal, to fet your 
chair on the altar, which we can remove to the foot of the 
wall, and if you will get upon it, I can reach the top by the 
help of your fhoulders. ‘The friar confented to this manceu- 
vre, and having replaced the altar, which was portable, he 
feated himfelf quietly in his chair. About three hours after, 
the executioner, who began to grow impatient, knocked at 
the door, and afked the friar what had become of the crimi- 
nal. He mutt have been an angel, replied he, coolly, for by 
the faith of a prieft, he went out through that window. The 

4 executioner, 

















LADY'S MONTHLY ‘MUSEUM. 19 








executioner, who found himfelf a lofer by this account, in- 
quired if he was laughing at him, and ran to inform the 
judges. They repaired to the chapel where our good man 
was fitting, who, pointing to the window, affured them, upor 
his confcience, that the malefaétor flew out at it; and that, . 
{uppofing him an angel, he was going to recommend himfelf 
to his protection; that moreover, if he was a criminal, which 
he could not fufpeét, after what he had feen, he was not 
obliged to be his guardian. ‘The magiftrates could not pre- 
ferve their gravity at this good man’s fang froid, and after 
withing a erring sep to the culprit, went away. Twenty 
years after, this friar travelling over the Ardennes, loft his 


way, jut as the day was clofing ; a kind of peafant accofted 
him, and, after examining him very attentively, afked him 
whither he was going, and told him the road he was travel- 
ling was a very dangerous one; if you will follow me, he 
added, I will conduét you to a farm at no great diftance, 
where you may pafs the night in fafety. The friar was mach 
embarraffed ; the curiofity vifible in the man’s countenance 


excited his fufpicions; but confidering that if he had a bad de- 
fign towards him, it ‘was impoffible to efcape, he followed him 
with trembling fteps. His fear was not of long duration, he 
perceived the farm which the peafant had mentioned, and as 
they entered, the man, who was the proprictor of it, told his 
wife to kill a capon, with fome of the fineft chickens fn the 
poultry yard, and to welcome his gueft with the beft cheer. 
While {upper was preparing, the countryman re-entered, fol- 
lowed by eight children, whom he thus addrefled: My 
children, pour forth your grateful thanks to this good friar ; 
had it not been for him, you wonld not have been here, nor 
T either ; he faved my lik - The friar inftantly recolle@ed 
the features of the fpeaker, and recognifed the thief, whofe 
efcape he had favoured. ‘The whole family loaded him with 
careffes and kindnefs ; and when he was alone with the man, 
he inquired how he came to be fo well provided for. I kept 
my word with you, faid the thief, and refolving to lead a 
good life in future, I begged my way hither, which is my 

native 
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native country, and engaged in the fervice of the matter of 
this farm; gaining his tavowr by my fidelity and attachment 
to his interett, he gave me his only daughter in marriage. 
God has bleffed my endeavours; I have amafled a little 
wealth, and I beg you will difpofe of me and all that belongs 
to me; I thall now die content, fince I have feen and been 
able to teftify my gratitude towards my deliverer. ‘The friar 
told him he was well repaid of the fervice he had rendered 
him, by the ufe to which he had devoted the life he had 
preferved. He would not accept of any thing as a recom- 
pence, but could not refufe to ftay fome days with the coun- 
tryman, who treated him like a prince. This good man then 
obliged him to make ufe at leaft of one of his horfes to finith 
his journey, and never quitted him till he had traverfed the 
dangerous roads that abound in thofe parts. 


From Letters of Madame du Montier. 








ern 


FILIAL AFFECTION; 


OR, FRATERNAL HATREDs. 


The Names fiGitious, but the Story founded upon Faé.. 


LAS! my child, faid the venerable Mr. Harcourt, 
| - regarding his daughter with an eye of tendernefs, it 
is not for myfelf that I lament the lofs of fortune, the infta- 
bility of friends, or the depravity of mankind ; but when d 
reflect upon my Louifa’s altered’ fituation, and fee her pro- 
fpeéts blighted, her hopes deftroyed, and her charms fading 
in obfcurity, then indeed I feel the feverity of my fate, and _ 
prefumptuoufly repine at the decree of Heaven! 
~ Oh, my beloved father! faid the amiable Louifa, 
will you continually revert to evils which are paft, inftead of 


endeavouring to extract ‘happinefs from the bleflings which 
, are 
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are prefent? Pardon my prefumption, yet allow me to en- 
quire what is become of that manly fortitude, that exalted 
oreatnefs, and that pious refignation to the Divine decree, 
which was at once fo inftructive to my mind, and fo im- 
proving to my principles ?—How often have you told me, 
that none but the gul/y could be completeiy wretched; and 
that good men, in the day of adverfity, had refources within 
their own bofoms, to which the wicked never could apply.— 
That though the Almighty, for juft and wife purpofes, per- 
mitted them to be afflicted, yet he compaflionated and healed 
the broken hearted ;—that the very circumftances which 
eftranged others, was the means of fecuring his favor; and 
‘though they.were forgotten by every friend on earth, they 
were remembered with pity by the God of Heaven ! 
Excellent gir'! exclaimed Mr. Harcourt, how ought I 


to blufh at my own weaknefs, which has expofed me to the 
senfure of my child! But I will endeavoar to become worthy 
of the treafure I poffefs; and, by imitating thy fortitude, en- 
deavour to acquire an equal fhare of refignation. 


Cenfure! faid the agitated Louifa, her yoice faultering as 
fhe articulated the word ; can my father imagine I would 
prefume to cenfure him? Ut I have been fo nate, my 
dear Sir, as to offend you bY my expreflions, [ intreat you 
to impute it to the tendernefs of my affection ; which, in its 
zeal to reftore your former tranquility, made ufe of arguments 
drawn from your own fentiments. 

Offended ! replied Mr. Harcourt, embracing her with pas 
rental Hs no, my love, you have charmed, animat- 
ed, and fubdued my Pa Si and from this moment, my 
Louifa fhall perceive her father endeavouring to render him- 
felf worthy the fond name he bears. But go, my love, and 
inftru& our iaithful Agnes to-arrange the order of our little 
dwelling, and in the mean time I will folicit Heaven to 
ftrengthen and fupport my new refolves, and gracioufly for- 
give my palt offences. 

The fudden tranfition from profperity to adverfity, Mr. 
Harcourt would have eadured with fortitude, though 

mu 














22 LADY’S MONTHLY MUSEUM. 


> 





ee > a 





muft have felt it with feveiity ; but there were circumilances 
attending the change, which rendered the evil fuperlatively 
diftrefing, and made him incapable either of fupporting it 
with manly firmnefs, or chriftian refignation 

Mr. Edward Harcourt was the younger fon of an ancient 
and noble family, ia the,north of England, whole ancettors 
had, for feveral generations, been as conipicuous for their 
virtues as for their zeal and attachment to the King and 
country. 

Springing from a fource unpolluted by venality, and unfal- 
lied by*fhame, it was Mr. Harcourt’s pride to tranfcend thofe 
virtues, which were held out for his imitation; and even in 
his boyith days he gave frequent inftances of that amiable 
emulation.—As his father held a very important poft under 
Government, he had an opportunity of providing his fons not 
only with ehgible, but lucrative fituations ; and at the age of 
twenty-four Mr. Edward was fent to the Eatt Indies, to fill 
an office of high importance. 

In a country where opprefhon was tolerated, and extortion 
practifed, Mr. Harcowrt’s rectitude was fubje& to continual 
affailings ; but his principles remained uncorrupted, and his 
humanmty unfhaken. ‘Thofe unfortunate creatures, whom the 
unfecling and unhinking confidered as beings merely created 
for their convenience, he regarded as his fellow creatures ; and 
to leffen their hardfhips, and mntigate -their fufferings, was. 
one of the principle objects in his government. ‘This amiable 
and difintereited mode of conduét, acquired him the love of 
the generality of mankind; and thofe perfons whom he could 
hot perfuade to follow his example, were willing to allow him 
the tribute of their praife. 

With a mind fo fraught with refined fentiments, and a 
heart fo calculated to receive impreflions of foftnefs, it was 
very a(toni(hing that Mr. Harcourt fhould have been a f{tran- 
ger to the tender paflion for many years after his refidence im 

ndia. 


Whether he was particularly unfortunate in the fociety of 
females, or whether he was peculiarly mice in the felection of 
a coms 
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a companion for life, I cannot pretend to fay, but he cer- 
tainly was on the verge of forty betore he facrificed at the 
hymenial fhrine. 

" All that was lovely, amiable, and interefting, was com- 
bined in the perfon of Mrs. Harcourt, and if perfeét feltcity 
can be the lot of mortal, her doating hufband was the perfon 
who attained it. 


‘* The circling years roll’d rapidly away, 

And each new day brought with it fome delight ! 
‘three lovely children crown'd their growing love, 
And all was harmony, and joy, and peace !’’ 


The inftability of human felicity could never have been 
more {trongly exemplified, than in the family of Mr. Har- 
court: a fever, incident to the climate, deprived him of every 
thing that rendered life defirable, and in afew fhort hours 
dafhed him from the pinnacle of happinefs, into the gulph of 
mifery ! 

To lofe the object of his efteem, love, and admiration, 
was atrial which required the exertion of the molt manly 
fortitude ; yet, when Mr. Harcourt reflected upon the atten- 
tion which he. owed his children, and the claims they had 
upon his tendernefs, he endeavoured to fubdue the violence 
of his grief, and derive confolation from the difcharge of 
his duty. 

The eldeft of his children had juft entered her feventh 
year, and at that early period of life teftified a fenfibility at 
the lofs the had fuftained, which at once fecured her father’s 
affection, and evinced the delicacy of her own feelings. 

The lofs of his fecond daughter (a few months after the 
death of his wife) induced Mr, Harcourt to quit a countr 
the climate of which feemed to threaten deftruction to all 
thofe objects on which he had placed his affections ; and the 
moment his fucceflor arrived from England, he quitted India, 
amidft the tears arid prayers of all who knew him. 

His father had paid the debt of nature long before this 
circumftance took place; yet, in the fociety of his brother 


(who 
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he virtues of Lord A 's progenitors, feemed an 
additional licence for the practice of Ais vices, and he would 
ee obferve, that no man would prefume to accufe him 
of licentioufacfs, who was acquainted with the immaculate 
{tock from which he fprung. 

The fuperiority of Mr. Harcourt’s fortune, was at once a 
fource of envy, and a caufe of hatred ; and under the appear- 
ance of affection and efteem, was concealed a heart rankling 
with malice, and fraeght with mifchief. 

Quiet and tranquility was the goal of Mr. Harcourt’s de- 
fires,.the haven to which he had looked forward during a 
feries of laborious years; and when he quitted India, he 
determined to decline all publick employments, however gra- 
tifying they might be to his ambition, or advantageous to his 
fortune, and devote the refidue of his days to the cultivation 
of his childrens’ mind, and the improvement of their hearts. 

For this amiable purpofe, he purchafed a beautiful feat, 
within a few miles of his brother’s refidence, where, after 
engaging an accomplifhed woman to affit in the education of 
his daughter, and hiring a nurfe, whom lord A—— recom- 
mended, to take care of his infant fon, he retired foon after 
his arrival in England, having declined thofe marks of honor. 
which his Sovereign wifhed to have conferred upon him. 

Lord A paffed a Jarge portion of his time at Ben- 
coolen Vale (which was the name of Mr. Harcourt’s feat), 
and feemed to feel both for his nephew and niece, even a 
more than parental affection. He would fpend whole hours 
in the nurfery with the latter, entering into its little {ports, 
and fharing ‘her amufements, whil{t the lovely child, uncon- 
{cious of the depth of his duplicity, loaded him with infan- 
tine carefles. we , 





LADY'S MONTHLY MUSEUM, 25 





——_ 





ee ee ee 


His only fon, who was then about thirteen, happened to 
be both a plain and a fickly child, and his father would fre- 
quently mention the probability of Edward’s bearing the 
title, with an indifference that at once aftonifhed and fhocked 
Mr. Harcourt. . 

At the meeting of Parliament, his lordthip was obliged 
to vilit the metropolis, and ufed every argument in his power 
to induce his brother to leave the children under the care of 
their governefs and nurfe, and accompany him in the excur- 
fion ; but the magnet, which attached Mr. Harcourt to the 
Vale, was much too powerful for perfuafion to repel, and 
Lord A—— was obliged to relinguith his defign ; at the 
fame time affuring his brother, he fhould be unhappy until the 
moment arrived when he could return to the fociety of one 
fo defervedly beloved, and fo tenderly efteemed. 


[To be continued.] 


ee 


THE OLD WOMAN. 
NO. I, 


Right well fhe knew each temper to defcry, 
‘Vo thwart the proud, and th’ fubmifs to raife, 


And fome entice with pittance fmall of praife. 


Suznstone’s Schoolmifrefs. 


WW HEN a perfon affumes fuch a repelling title, it is evi- 
Y dent vanity has no fhare in the production, and that 
it is rather the objec to de good than to attraét admiration. 
An Old Woman! The calendar of fathion furnifhes no fuch 
being. The very name is exploded by gallantry, and exitts 
only in vulgar diale¢t, or in grofs invective. An Old Woman! 
It would be rudenefs to pronounce it in the prefence of the 
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well-bred, and almott libellous to apply it to one’s own 
grandmother. 

Why then, it will reafonably be afked, fhould this paper 
bear fuch an unenviable appellation, and corhe into the world 
with fuch a forbidding afpeét? Why thould a writer volun- 
tarily aflume a name which all are ready to evade, or anxious 
to conceal? Patience! and you fhall know all the object 
and the end. In thie progrefs of my calculations I hope it 
will be found, that though an Old Woman, Iam not an ill- 
natured one ; that I think with pleafure of the years of youth 
that are paft, without envying thofe who have them fil to 
enjoy ; and that it is my wifh to promote the happinefs of 
others, by detailing thofe arts that contributed to my own, 
or warning again{t thofe errors which infallibly end in repent- 
ance or difprace. 

As I have no letter of introduétion, and for obvious rea- 
fons conceal my “local habitation and my name,’ I mutt 
beg the public to give credit to my own unvarnifhed account 
of myfelf. Was it my aim.to.cob the beaux of their hearts, 
or the young of my own fex of their reafon, I fhould ap 

roach in a more attractive form. My wrinkles fhould be all 
Racnhal by the ointment of Circafla, and my cheeks glow 
with the bloom of. Ninon, _ My drefs fhould be adapted to 
the reigning mode, and my tongue fhould be taught to lif} 
with infantine fimplicity. Thofe arts I difclaim, asters 
they are unfuitable to my age, and contrary to my principles ; 
but to make others lovely, fhall be my pleafure ; to encreafe 
their triumphs, my pride. I have had my day, and am 
fatisfied ; but it imports the reader to know fome few par- 
ticulars of the Old Woman, and how fhe became fo, __ 

To folve the difficulty at once, and to prove my picten- 
fions to my title, be it known, I was born invthe year'1 728. 
Several of my cotemporaries are ready to allow they do not 
feel themfelves quite the fame as they were once. One will 
make a kind of affeéted candour, confefs that fhe thinks fhe 
is rather advancing in years; another, that fhe cannot fee or 
walk fo wethy anda third, that the has no relifh for the-faine 
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pleafures that formerly were fo fweet ;. but I an forry to fay, 
not one of my coewal acquaintance is pleafed, like myfelf, 
to be confidered as really and truly an Old Woman; yet I 
feel this no term of réproach, if it is accompanied. with thofe 
virtues that ought to belong to it ;—if it is exempt from thole 
foibles that can barely be tolesated in giddy youth. 

I was the daughter of a clergyman, who was too learned 
and ingenuous to be overburdened with preferment ; but who, 
yet, by the gratitude of a pupil, was. placed above depen- 
dence. , He enjoyed, indeed, that happy mediocrity of con- 
dition, which igems beft adapted to the clerical character ; 
being equally remote from fafhionable indulgence, as from 
abject want. My mother was induftrious and frugal, duti- 
fal and affectionate. Her obedience to her hufband out- 


{tripped his command, for his very wifhes were prevented by 
her,compliance. Her attachment to her children was founded 
on principle and reafon: it was not the temporary fondnefs 
of the brute, but the prudent, permanent ay of a think- 


ing being, who was not neglectful of the prefent, but m every 

thing combined it with the future. | 
Under Such aufpices, it is reafonable to fuppofe my educa- 
tion was not nate. My father himfel taught me fuch 
ciTential branches of female learning, as were adapted to my 
{tation ; and paid for my tuition in fuch as were chiefly or- 
namentale My mother was not lefs folicitous to a¢complifh 
me for the honfewife, and companion ; and often, whea I 
haye been thrumming the harpfichord, or working tambour, 
has called off my attention with ‘ Prifcy,’ fays fhe, ‘ do not 
negleét the ornamental, but intimately ftudy and praétife the 
uicful.’ In my days a young lady was ambitious to be diltin- 
guifhed for the peaite of being likely to make a good helpmate, 
and feorned to fuffer herfelf to be flattered as an angel by her 
admirer, or to deferve to be treated as a devil by her huf- 
band. Itis impoflible for mankind to be quite abftracted 
from worldly concerns. The moft independent have much 
to attend to; and they who are to gain a livelihood by their 
trade or profteflion, are indifpenfably oblige digit {tudy thofe 
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arts, above all others, that will moft condace to their intereft 
or credit, and to the confequent welfare of their families. 

My father, falling into the vale of years, was obliged to 
engage a curate, when I was juft about clofing my teens. 
This worthy man was fellow obs college ; and while he had 
— celebrity for his literary attainments, had not neg- 

&ed thofe humble but more attractive qualities that engage 
mind to mind, and rendered us beloved and efteemed. I had 
already met with that civility from young men, “of equal or 
fuperior rank, which every girl, neither ignorant, ugly, or 
ill-bred, is fure to experience ; but my heart was {till per- 
fectly calm, it had never yet found its correfponding half ; 
and being taught prudent referve as the guardian of virtue, £ 
difdained to play the coquette to gain idle admiration, or to 
affect the pride to repel it. 

Mr. Nevil, for that was the name of the gentleman who 
was deftined to be my future hufband, for many months took 
no particular notice of me, and we only occafionally met ; 
but at faft, though he was many years older than myfelf, 
perceiving perhaps that [ had no diflike to his company and 
converfation, he began to throw out fome general expreflions 
of efteem and regard; and by degrees we vowed eternal 
fidelity to each other, with the full approbation of our mutual 
relations. 

His fituation, however, precluded him from contracting 
marriage till he had gained a provifion adequate to the fup- 
port of a family ; and he had too much honour for a mo- 
ment to entertain an idea of facrificing the perfon he loved to 
want and mifery. His profpeéts, indeed, were diftant or con- 
tingent, but certain; and though I had afterwards reafon 
‘to be fully fatisfied that I liftened to the addreffes of fuch an 
amiable man, in general fuch a remote engagement is tar 
from being defireable. The hope deferred—the with of 
union that could not be indulged—frequently difturbed his 
repofe ; and as my regard was fincere, of confequence it 
interrupted mine. 
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At laft, when he had reached the age of forty, by good 
fortune, he fucceeded in right of feniority to a valuable bene- 
fice, and I became his wife. The even tenor of life, which 
is the common lot of a country clergyman, admits of litde 
variety ;. and, however velpetidide the itation he fillspit is not 
calculated for a difplay of numerous or interelting incidents 
Books, walks, the company of a few friends, and the care 
of arifing family, with which it pleafed God to blefs us, 
occupied our time and attention; and our years were only 
marked bY new returns of felicity, and new ties of endear- 
ment. 

I have heard fome of my own fex lament, that they were 
debarred from the privileges and pleafures which males ga: | 
enjoy ; but in the very outfet of my intended labours, I wi 
to caution them again{t indulging fuch ideas. A woman 
entirely beloved by her hufband, and few women who ftudy 
to deferve atuention will be defpifed, is the happieft of human 
beings. She is exempted from thofe cares that the bolder 
fex is doomed to encounter ;—‘he has only one objet to 
purfue, and one perfon to pleafe; and negligent mult {Me be 
of her duty and her intereft, or unfortunate in her choice, if 
fhe does not fucceed in a certain degrte at lealt. 

But uninterrupted felicity is not tie portion of humanity,— 
the fondelt love mutt yield to inevitable fate, the clofeit ties 
be broken, and misfortunes-fait cling to the heels of blifs, 
After I had tafted connubial happinefs for feventeen years, 
and my eldeft girl was now become a woman, I was thrown 
into the abyfs of mifery by the death of a hufband and father, 
who lived but to fhow his zeal to difcharge every relative duty 
with’ fidelity ; and who left a name behind him honoured 
by the good, and re{pedted by the bad. 

Our favings had not been confiderable ; and I was obliged, 
with three girls and a boy, to enter on anew contracted plan 
of life, at atime when the expences of my children’s edu- 
cation demanded even additional fupplies. The friends, 
however, of my dear departed hutband, did not forget us in 
our diftrefs. 1 was adviled to undertake the care of young 
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ladies ; and though my fuccefs at firft was not very encou- 
raging, by the affiduity of my patrons, I overcame difficul- 
ties ; and have been able to marry my girls in a manner that 
the world would call advantageous ; while my fon, following 
the profeflion of his father, is now in poffeffion of a moderate 
benefice, and likely to copy the example of his fire. 

Such is the fhort hiftory of the life of rz otp WoMAN. 
I have neither enlarged on difappointments, or embellifhed 
the view of my once domeftic blifs. The laft thirty years of 
my life have afforded {cope for obfervation, and for the prac- 
tice of many ufeful though lowly virtues. If my reflections 
on female manners and conduct can avail thofe who have the 
career to run, which with me is almoft clofed, I fhall be 
happy, as P approach the gaol, to think I have not written or 
lived in vain ; and if I can conciliate fome fhare of refpect 
from the young, beyond the circle of my immediate connec- 
tions, and be acceffary to their welfare, my laft breath will 
be quietly refigned to heaven; and I covet no other eulogy 
when I am gone, no other infcription on my tomb, but 
“ Here lies rHz OLD woman, who did not forget fhe was 
once young; and who withed to make the young virtuous, 
that they might be refpetable when they became old.” 


i 


ON FEMALE BIOGRAPHY. 


B apepe writers who have attempted to exalt the virtues 
of their own fox, bY depreciating the merits of ours, 


have frequently aflerted, that the female'mind is as incapable 
of fortitude as it is of conflancy. To prove that this opinion is 
both urfjuft and ungenerous, I fhall take the liberty of prefent- 
ing my readers with two hiftorical inftances of female con- 
ftancy and refolution, which are not to be furpaffed in the 
annals of manly fortitude. 

* In 
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In the reign of Vefpacian, the Roman Emperor, Sabinus, 
one of his generals, revolted from his allegiance ; and being 
of a bold afpiring temper, attempted to become matter of the 
throne. At firft he was aided in the prefumptuous under- 
taking both by his foldiers and his friends, but finding him- 
felf fuddenly deferted by the very men who had fworn to 
fupport his caufe, he foon relinquifhed the bold defign, and 
thought only of his perfonal fafety. Flying hattily to his 
country villa, he intrufted a flave, whofe fidelity he had 
tried, with the plan he had formed for the preférvation of his 
life, and peeeetied his afhitanee to enable him to accome 

lifh it. 
‘ The flave, faithful to the truft repofed, inflantly avowed 
eternal fecrecy ; and attending his mafter to a remote cavern, 
and fupplying him with neceffaries for his exiftence there, 
fet the houfe in a general conflagration, and loudly lamented 
his mafter’s death. 

The fabulous tale was univerfally believed, and too foon 
extended to the ears of his wife. The affection which fab- 
fifted between Sabinus and Eponina, was of the moft refined 
and tender nature ; and fhe lamented his lofs with an excefs 
of forrow, which the fympathifing flave was anxious to af- 
fuage, and in excefs of tendernefs revealed the fecret. 

Joy, tendernefs, and exultation, by turns, agitated E 
nina’s breaft; with fond folicitude the waited the approach of 
night,-and then privately flew to the object of her affection, 
It was in vain he conjured her to quit the cavern, and endea- 
vour to forget he was ftill in exiftence! Her tendernefs 
converted his dungeon into a palace, and in his fociety the 
forgot all forrow! What interceffion could not accomplith, 
fear obtained ; and Eponina confented to quit the cavern, 
from an apprehenfion that her abfence fhould create fufpicion, 
on condition that fhe fhould pay him nightly vifits. f 

As time obliterated the remembrance of his crime, the 
began to act with lefs precaution, and was abfent from her 
houfe whole months together, under pretence of vifiting het 
relations : and whilft fhe was endeavouring tpapnicigats the 
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feverity of her hufband’s misfortunes, the entirely loit the 
remembrance of der own. The apprehenfion of his difcovery 
was no longer feared, and the had the happinefs of beholding 
him reconciled to confinement.. T'wa lovely children had 
been born within the recefles of the gloomy cavero, and nine 
years elapfed fince SabinuS had been alten: Her dream 
of happinefs was then terminated ; and mifery, uniooked for, 
foon appeared. 

The frequent abfence of Eponina from her family, created 
fufpicion in the minds of her hufband’s enemies ; who, watch- 
ing her footiteps, eafily difcovered the fatal fecret, and Sa- 
binus was drawn forth from his long concealment. 

The wretched E:ponina, frantic with terror, and agonized 
with fear, tremblingly followed her hufband’s footiteps, 
attended by the pledges of their mutual love. All that ten- 
dernefs could dictate, or affection plead, the offered in miti- 
gation of her hufband’s crime, whilft the children joined in . 
the affecting fupplication ; but Vefpacian’s heart was fteeled 
again(t intreaty ! 

Finding that all fhe could fay was ineffectual, and that 


juftice was doomed to conquer mercy, fhe acculed Vetpa- 
cian both of cruelty and inhumanity; and declared, that 
though he had the power of taking away a life far dearer 
than ber own, he poflefled no right over her éxifence ; and 
that the moment which wm areca them in death, fhould re- 


unite them in the realms o 
die with Sabinus. 


happinefs. She was refolved to 


ANECDOTE 
OF 


ARRIA, WIFE OF POETUS. 
| MONGST the number of thofe who efpoufed the 


caufe of Camillus, was a noble Roman of the name 

of Peetus, who, upon the failure of their fcheme, bad fled far 

fafety to a diftance fram Rome, attended by the obje@ both 
of his love aad tendernefs, oi 
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As the crime, of which Peetus had been guilty, was con- 
fidered treafonable, the pains which were taken to difcover 
his retreat, were fuch as it was not poffible to elude, and at 
length his enemies found out his concealment. 

The amiable Arria had long exfiected this misfortune, and 
had prepared her mind to fupport it with refignation ; but 
when fhe heard the offtcers of juftice inhumanly refufe to per- 
mit her to attend him, the horror of a feparation was preater 
than fhe could fuftain, and fhe endeavoured, by tears, to 
move their compaflion; finding, however, that all perfua- 
fions was ineffeftual, fhe offered a large reward to the owners 
of a fifhing boat, af thigy would follow the fhip which con- 
veyed her hufband. The hopes of profit fubdued the im- 
preihon of fear, and the little veffel put to fea: happily no 
ftorm impeded its. progrefs, and the courageous fair one ar- 
rived in fafety at Rome. 

The Senate were no lefs aftonifhed at the ftrength of her 
refolution, than they were ftruck with the force of her at- 
tachment ; and though they were unable to grant thé life fhe 
held fo dear, for her fake they refelved to protraét it, and 
allow her the privilege of attending him im his confmement. 

During that period, inftead of difarming his refolution, by 
defcribing her own miferies, fhe conftantly endeavoured to 
infpire him with fortitude ; and when fhe found that the faint 
hopes fhe had entertained that his life would be fpared, could 
no longer with prudence be indulged, fhe conjured him to 
avoid the ignominy of a public execution, by a voluntary 
termination of his own exiftence. 

Whether it was a natural fear of death, or a dread of 
parting with fo dear an object, that rendered Pcetus deaf to 
her perfuafions, cannot be afcertained ; but, finding that all 
her arguments were ineffectual, the drew a dagger from her 
robe, and burying it in her bofom, drew it reeking from it, 
and prefenting it to her hufband, with a {mile, faid, tenderly, 
‘« It isnot painful, my Poetus !” 
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ON THE DUTIES OF WOMEN IN THE SUPE. 
RIOR CLASSES OF SOCIETY, 
a 


T is beyond all calculation what. good of all kinds might 
be done, by the example of ladies filling this elevated 
fphere. We cannot prefent any thing more likely to benefit 
young women of high rank, than a few paragraphs from 
io ae on the prefent Condition of the Female Sex, by Prij- 
cilla Wakefield, jut publithed, on thigtimportant fubject. 

The different orders or conditions of. mankind, fays fhe, 
require the performance of duties, and the cultivation of 
talents, peculiar to each, befides thofe that are incumbent 
upon all. Reflection upon the fubje& will thew, that a cone 
fiderable degree of intelleGtual improvement.is neceilary, for 
females of the fuperior claffes of focicty, to capacitate them 
for the proper application of that influence, which 1s con- 
ferred on them by their fituation, for the purpofe of pro- 
moting the public welfare. __ 

The indiipenfable duties of wives, mothers, and heads of 
families, are incumbent upon all ranks ; though it is not obli- 
gatory upon the perfons, who compofe the clafs under con- 

deration, to execute every office belonging to thefe relations 
themfelves, yet it is incumbent on them to tofpect the whole; 
to regulate the plan of ation ; and to examine whether their 
fubftitutes difcharge their refpective engagements properly. 
As wives, the difpofa] of that part of their hufband’s revenue, 
which is confumed by the family, falls under their direction, 
and they are required to _— either the profufion of wafte, 
or the unbecoming parlimony of want; as mothers, they 
are re{ponfible, efpecially for the religious and moral educa- 
tion of their children ; as miftreffes, the regulation of the 
moral conduct of their female domettics divolon upon them, 
and is a charge which cannot be wholly tranimutted ae 
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houfe-keeper. Here is a wide field for action ; but a much 
more extended one lies beyond it. 

The female poor in their neizhboarhood have undeniable 
claims ‘upon them, not only for a liberal diftribution of pecu- 
niary afliftance in cafes of ficknefs or unavoidable diftrefs, 
but alfo for part of their time, poportioned to their leifure. 
Without any impertinent interference with the exclufive de- 
partments of men, in the adminiftration of parochial bufinels, 
there are many important benefits which might be derived 
from the co-operation of women of enlarged underitandings, 
in the fuperintendence of the poor of their own fex. Deli- 
cacy, tendernefs, practical fkill in their concerns, and fym- 
pathizing in their fuff®tings, eminently qualify women for 
the tafk. ' ‘I'he patronage and management of ufeful inftitu- 
tions for the improvement of their morals, and the increafe 
of their happinefs, the infpe@tion of work-houfes, {chools of 
induttry, and cottages, not merely once or twice in ‘a twelve- 
month, but fo frequéntly as to become acquainted with the 
wants and condition of the inhabitants, would enable women 
of the higher‘ claffes ‘to do much good, and ‘to correct many 
abufes, of which men ‘are feldom competent judges ; parti- 
cularly with refpect to the rearing of children, and the pre- 
fervation of the morals of female parifh apprentices, It is a 
fat too well attefted to need farther evidence, ‘that the lives 
of thoufands of infants have been loft in poor-houfes, from 
neglect, feverity, and mifmanagement. Policy, as well as 
humanity, fuggefts the propriety of adopting fome meafire 
likely to check this enormods evil, and.dimimith fuch a dread- 
ful wafte of human life. An appointment of female vifitors, 
empowered to exainine, and make report'weekly or monthly, 
of the itate of the infants in the work-houfe, in each parifh 
throughout the kingdom, might produce ‘effectual reformation, 
and contribute to the general order of ‘the reft of the inmates 
of thefe houfés of affiction. The fenfibility of the fex does 
not admit of'a doubt, but that there might be found a fuffi- 
cient number to relieve each other, in ¢ parith, who 
would willingly overcome ‘the’ difficulties ‘of “fuch “ari under- 
taking, 
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taking, in the caufe of thefe innocent fufferers. Work-houfes, 
in their prefent ftate, it mult be acknowledged, are but too 
generally places of difguft and loathfomene(s; but a conftant 
recurrence of the vifits would moft prabably render them 
cleaner, and lefs offenfive to the feelings of humanity. 

The apprentices bound gut by a parith, and girls difcharged 
from charity {chools at the very age when they moft need the 
protection of a guardian, are objeéts of peculiar commifera- 
tion. ‘The former are het configned to the mercy of 
a matter, who is either vicious or cruel : in the one cafe, they 
fall innocent victims to his irregular paflions ; and in the other 
are fubjected, with unreafonable feverity, to tafks tco hard 
to be performed. Was each girl, @pprenticed by a parithy 
to be placed under the infpection of one or two of the moft 
re{pectable female inhabitants, it would not only reftrain the 
il] conduct of the maiter or miftrefs, but likewife {timulate 
the child to behave herfelf, fo as to deferve the future patron- 
age of her fuperiors. The care beltowed upon girls m 
charity fchools of all defcriptions, is of little avail, if they 
are difmiffed at a certain age, without creditable fituations 
being provided for them, After feveral years of in{truction, 
it is a common practice to abandon them wholly to the ma- 
nagement of their parents, who, from being unable to main- 
tain them, are glad to let them to the firft place that offers, 
without the lea{t difcrimination into the charaéter of their 
employers. Would the patronefles of fach {chools extend 
their benevolent care for the {pace of a few more years, in 
tracing the children from place to place, and rewarding thofe 
that deferved it, by recommendation and fome {mall tefti- 
mony of their approbation, it would complete the plan of 
bringing up fach children to be ufeful members of the com- 
munity ; and there is little doubt but the fuccefs would be 
adequate to their hopes. The life of one infant, or the pre- 
fervation of one innocent girl from perdition, would be a 
recompenife worth any trouble the attempt might incur. 

The reformation of vice, the inftruction of ignorance, and 
the promotion of virtue, are among the moft dignified occu- 
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pations of the human intellect ; but noble and intercfting as 
they are, they lie within the compete of female underitand- 
ing, and if afliduoully purfued, will fill ep the vacancies of a 
life of leifure, with honour, profit, and pleafure. The ex- 
ample of the worthy Hanway im the difpofal of his time, 
Fes imitation : he remarks, that he did not leave works 
of benevolence to accidental opportunity, but that he was 
accuftomed to allot a fpecific part.of his time to the exprefs 
purpofe. It is an admirable practice to divide the day into 
regular portions, appropriating them to their refpective claims, ~ 
in order that duties, ftudies, and amufements, may each 
have their proportionate fhare of attention, and not intrude 
upon one another. , ’ 

After the performance of duties, the improvement of the 
mind holds the fecond place. The tafte of individuals alone 
can dire& the choice in felecting a objects from 
among{t the innumerable f{cientific purfuits, which adorn, 
and add a liftre to the moft diftinguifhed fituations. What- 
ever has a tendency to ftrengthen the judgment, to enlarge 
the compafs of the underftanding, to imprefs juft principles 
of action, and raife the mind to the contemplation of the 
wifdom of the Creator, by an acquaintance with his works, 
deferves a decided preference. The acquifition of languages, 
{imple mathematics, aftronomy, natural and experimental 
clilehinky, with hiftory and criticilm, may be coldviaal b 
the fex with propriety and advantage, according to their dik 
ferent degrees of induftry and perfeverance. 

The lighter ftudies, which muft alfo depend upon tafte, 
may, not improperly, clafs amongit amufements. Here a 
variety of delightful objects prefent themfelves to the imapi- 
nation, offered by the fine arts, and their innumerable ele. 
gant productions. Poetry, mufic, painting, and ftatuary, 
are fources of the moft refined entertainment ; whether our 
admiration is excited by thofe choice works of art, which 
are preferved as exifting records of the fuperior proficiency 
of Greek and Italian artifts ; or whether we ftudy the theory 
of thofe principles by which they were guided to excellence, 

E Should 





Oo re a 











38 LADY’s MONTHLY MUSEUM. 
ee —_ — 


Should any one be deprived, by a natural deficiency of talte, 
of enjoying the gratification thefe purfuits afford, there are 
others, productive of great variety and amufement, which 
will probably be more confonant to their turn of mind. A 
knowledge of the cuftoms afd manners of different nations, 
geography, “chemiltry, electricity, botany, «an invettigation 
of the properties and habits of the Geetal orders of animals, 
gardening, turning, and works of ingenuity, may each in 
juccetlion fill up a leiture opportunity with innocence and uic- 
fulnefs, and become « pleating antidote to the indolent halit 
of loitering away time in an unprofitable -manner, or, what is 
worfe, in diflipation ; and fhould thefe recreations encroach 
upon the vigils of the card table, the injury to fociety will 
net be great. . 








ANECDOTE 


OF 


COLLEY CIBBER’S DAUGHTER. 


em ar Cibber the elder had a ay oe named 


Charlotte, who alfo took to the ftage ; her fubfequent 
life was one continued feries of misfortune, afflictions, and 
diftrefs, which the fometimes contrived a little to alleviate 
by the productions of sher pen. About the year 1755, the 
had worked up a novel far the prefs, which the writer ac- 
companied his friend the bookfeller to hear read: fhe was at 
this time a widow, having been married to one Clarke, a 
mufician, long fince dead. : 

Her habitation was a wretched thatched hovel, firuated 
oo the way to —— m the purlieus of Clerkenwell Bride- 
well, not very diftant from the New River-head, where at 
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that time it was ufual for the fcavengers to leave the cleanfings 
of the ftreets. 

The night preceding, a heavy sain had-fallen, which ren- 
dered this extraordinary feat of the Mufes almoft inaccefhble, 
fo that in our approach: we gotrour white ftockings inveloped 
with mud up to the very calves, which furnifhed an appear- 
ance much in the prefent fafhionable {tyle of half boots. We 
knocked at the door (not attempting to pull the latch ftring), 
which was opened by a tall, meagre,. ragged figure, with a 
blue apron, indicating, what elfe we might have doubted, 
the feminine gender. A perfect model for the Copper Cap- 
tain’s tattered landlady; that deplorable exhibition of the 
fair fex» in the comedy of Rule a Wife. She with a ter- 
vid voice, and hungry {mile, defired us to walk in. 

The firft obje& that prefented itfelf was a drefler,. clean,- 
it muft be conkelled, and furnifhed with three or four coarfe 
delph plates, two brown platters, and anderneath an earthen 
pipkin, and a black pitcher with a {nip out of it. 

To the right we perceived and bowed to the miftrefs of 
the manfion, fitting on a maimed chair under the mantic 
oe by a fire merely fufficient to put us in mind of 

arving, 

On one hob fat a monkey, which, by way of welcome, 
chattered at our going in; on the other a tabby cat, of me- 
lancholy afpect! and at our author’s feet, on the flounce of 
her dingy petticoat, reclined adog, almolt a fkeleton |!’ He 
raifed his fhagged head, and eagerly {taring with his bleared 
eyes, faluted. us with afparl. ‘ Have done, Fidele !: thefe 
are friends.”’ : 

The tone of her voice was not harfh; it had fomething 
in it humbled and difconfolate ;. a. mingled effort of fuperiority 
and pleafure—Poor foul! few were her vifitors of that de- 
{cripon—no wonder the creature barked! A magpie 
perched on the top of her chair, not an uncomely ornament! 
and on her lap was placed a mutilated pair of bellows; the 
pipe was gone, an advantage in. their prefent office, they 

ving as a fuccedancum for a writing-defk, on which lay dif- 
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payed her hopes and treafure, the manufcript of her novel. 
Jer ink ftand was a broken tea cup, the pen worn to a 
ftump ; fhe had but one! A rough deal board, with three 
hobbling {upporters, was brought for our convenience, on 
which, without further ceremony, we contrived to fit down 
and entered upon bufinefs.—The work was read, remarks 
made, alterations agreed to, and thirty guineas demanded for 
the copy. The fqualid hand-maiden, who had been an at- 
tentive liftener, ftretched forward her tawny length of neck, 
with an eye of anxious expectation !—the bookieller offered 
five !—Our authorefs did not appear hurt; difappointments 
had rendered her mind callous ; however, fome altercation 
enfued. This was the writer’s firft initiation into the myf- 
teries of bibliopolifm, and the ftate of authorcraft. He 
feeing both fides pertinacious, at length interpofed, and at 
his inftance, the wary haberdafher of literature doubled his 
firft propofal, with this faving provifo, that his friend prefent 
would pay a moiety, and run one half the rifk, which was 
agreed to. ‘Thus matters were accommodated, feemingly to 
the fatisfaction of all parties ; the lady’s original ftipulation 
of fifty copies for herfelé being previoufly acceded to. Such 
is the ftory of the once admired daughter of Colley Cibber, 
poet laureat and patentee of Drury pao who was born in 
affluence, and educated with care and tendernefs, her fer- 
vants in livery, and a fplendid equipage at her command, 
with fwarms of time-ferving fycophants officioufly buzzing 
in her train; yet, anmindhed of her advantages, and impro- 
vident in her purfuits, fhe finifhed the career of her miferable 
exiftence on a dunghill. 


EFFECTS OF MISTAKEN STNONTMY. 


I Was agreeably entertained a few days fince, by a perufal 
of Mrs. Piozzi’s Britifh Synonymy; a work which, if 
it do not obtain in the female world, is, I am fure, by no 

means 
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means the fault of its authorefs, fince fhe has taken infinite 
pains to level a very abitrufe fubje& to the capacity of every 
reader. I hope it will not. be deemed: a plagiarifm, if: I 
attempt to follow her lead-in a fomewhat didkerone difcuflion 
of the word Synonymy, as it has occurred to me in a recent 
contemplation of the miftakes committed by thofe who take 
no pains to afcertain its true import ; and indeed much may 
be hazarded by a mifappropriation of words meant to convey 
a Meaning extremely, if not totally, oppofite to the appliec’s 
intention. Often have the moft.direful operations of revenge 
been denominated as proper refentment; and the grofie(t pat- 
fion fenfuality can. indulge,- refined into the fweetett and 
fofteft of Heaven’s attributes.. Rafhnefs we have teen taking 
fhelter under the. noble fignature of Courage ; although the 
one is an offspring of the moft mageitic virtue, ne the 
other can at. belt be termed an effervefcence of hafty and | 
premature judgment.. Meeknefs and Servility—Pride and 
true Dignity—Superitition and Piety—Modelty and Bath- 
falnefs—with many others, come uader the fame erroneous 
conclufion ; nor is it feldom owing to thofe falfe implications 
that many. unjult ideas have been encouraged, many mif- 
chievous:prepenfities fixed, during a courfe of education in 
both fexes ; for while the firft indefinite term is feized (that 
occurs) to exprefs commendation or difguit, no wonder if 
wrong habits are covertly ftrengthened, and dangerous pal- 
fions indulged. Ruminating upon the effects of thele too 
general mifapplications, I was tempted to embody, if [ may 
be allowed the exprefliony féme of: thofe virtues, their 
thadows, and their oppofites ; the firlt of which that trikes > 
me as peculiarly adapted to the notice of my {ex, is 


MODESTY AND BASHFULNESS,. - 


Modefty and Bathfulnefs were the refpective offspring 6f 
Truth and Falfehood. Their maternal defcent originated ip 
Morality and Virtue. From a natural diflike of each other's 
charatteriltics, the parents of thefe damfels had even kept/a 
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determined diftance ; but in this habitual diftafte, they were 
not exactly imitated by their daughters, and till they arrived 
at a ftate of adolefcence, Bathfulnefs was the conftant copier 
of her lovely friend—the fame obje@ excited their blufhes— 
the fame pathetic reprefentation their tears ;—but as they ad- 
vanced to a {tate of maturity, different propenfities and dif- 
ferent ideas marked the progrefs of Virtue and Error ; their 
— likewife exhibited varied proofs of diffimilarity. The 

ber, mild, yet unfufpicieus look of innocent Modefty was 
powerfully contrafted by the fhy, yet artful, and nore 
retiring glance of Bafhfulnefs, who, willing to fepvihe evil, 
where no ill was intended, betrayed an unbecoming know- 
ledge of what it is the glory of a delicate female to be un- 
confcious. 

Morality and Truth beheld with an inward, though chaft. 
ened delight, the expanfion of thofe blofloms themfelves 
had tenderly nurtured and protected ; and, though confeff- 
edly relying upon the purity of their charming defcendants, 
ardently wilhed to effect a feparation between the youthful 
companions. Not fo the parents of Bafhfulnefs. They 
faw the advantage refulting to their daughter from the valu- 
able connection, and withed a little longer, at leaft, to avail 
themfelves of a fricndfhip fo ferviceable ; but Modefty, who 
daily became more convinced of the imbecility and art fhe 
deteited, waited but for an opportunity to obey her fuperiors, 
apd acquit herfelf to the world of inftability ; although a 
jatent hope would fometimes arife, that reformation might 
follow conviction. In this fhe was deceived, tor Bafhfulnets, 
mm an excurfion through a neighbouring grove, attracted by 
the founds of conviviality, and regardlefs of Modefty’s ener- 
getical remonftrances, eagerly advanced ; when, putting afide 
the luxuriant branches which intercepted her view, fhe dif- 
covered Apollo, Mars, and Bacchus, feated in an arbor 
before a table covered with Nectar and Ambrofia (for gods 
had no objection in thofe days to a {nag banquet upon earth). 
To the charms of mufic Modefty was extremely fenfible, 
but to the ardent gaze of the inebriated deities fhe would not 

commit 
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commit herfelf, for already they had noticed the youthful 
pair. With unfteady ftep, and half-averted eye, Bathfulnefs 
flowly purfued her retreating companion, and vainly remon- 
ftrated upon the impoffibility of their efcape ; while Seeshen, 
by whom Bafhfulnmefs was quickly overtaken, rudely de- 
manded a falute; this, after a faint refiftance, was blufhingly 
rmitted ; but her countenance aflumed the deepeft tint of 
real fhame, when fhe chferved the fpirited repulfe Modefty 
oppofed to a fimilar violence, by which means fhe avoided 
the offenfive infult. Refpeéting that offended virgin’s delicacy, 
whom no intreaties could flop, and rightly appreciating the 
motives which had actuated the now feparated friends, Bacchus 
faffered her immediately to depart ; and gave, by the moft 
pointed neglect, a leffon to Bafhfulnefs of the utmoft im- 
portance, that Hypocri/y and Levity, in the conduid of a female, 
are fure and certain underminers of her chara@er, her peace, 

and her happine/s. 
M,. 


ACCOUNT OF TWO YOUNG PRINCESSES 
TAKING THE VEIL AT NAPLES. 


FROM 


* SKETCHES IN A TOUR, &c.”” LATELY PUBLISHED. 


Y letter being detained till to-day, I cannot help add- 

ing a few lines, to defcribe to you a fcene which I 

have been witnefs to this morning, that I think, of all others, 
is one of the moft affecting in the world—two princefles 
taking the veil! They were two filters; the name of the 
one Marianna, and the other Francifca; the former about 
nineteen years of age, the Jatter about one and twaney The 
chureh 
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church was prepared and decorated. in the molt fuperb maa- 
ner, for the occafion ;. all the chapels lighted with large wax 
tapers, and the high altar. covered with. images and chan- 
deliers of maily filver. ‘The firft nobility in Naples, the 
foreign ambafladors, and a great crowd of people of fathion, 
were prefent. Every body was ina full drefs ; and many of 
the drefles were as. brilliant as ever graced a ball room at St. 
James's. Some of the ladies had actually. bouquets .of dia- 
monds. 

About eleven. o’clock,.the princeffes entered, the muftc 
playing in the grandeft manner as they walked along the 
church.. They paffed up the principal aifle to the altar, fo 
that every one had a full view of them. They were drefled 
with the utmoft magnificence,. in’ white fattin robes, with 
long trains,. which were borne by-the fervants of their family, 
in the richeft liveries.. They were cach of them attended 
by two beautifal young girls, dreffed in the mo't coftly maa- 
wer. Befide the altar, were fofas of crimfon velvet prepared | 
for them, on which themfelves, and their friends, were : 
feated, the reft of the company all ftanding round. The 
ceremony then commenced, by the confecration of the ha- 
bits they were going to aflume by the Cardinal. When this< 
was’ finithed, each of them took in hen left hand-a crofs, 
and in her right a lighted taper, and knelt down at the feet 
of the Cardinal, who read fomething to them, which I 
could not altogether underftand. Whilft this was perform- 
ing, I very fortunately got a place, immediately behind them. 
+ thy who was the youngeli, turned round once, ,and 
{miled, whilft her eyes were, at the fame time, wet with 
tears, and fpoke too feclingly the anguifh of her heart. 
Unhappy girl! the was:an unwilling victim ;- the looked 
exceflivel and‘fickly. Her fifter, onthe contrary, 
who had long wifhed to affume the veftal charafer, appeared 
extremely chearful and'gay.. They-each of them, had moft 
beautiful hair, and a great deal of it. On their heads, they 
wore large plumes of white feathers, which proiected fo lowy. 
that whit they were- kneeling tothe Cardinal, we expected 
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every moment they would have caught fire, from the tapers 
held in their hands. After the ceremony at the altar was 
finifhed, they each of them, with a crofs in one hand, and 
a taper in the other, proceeded again down the church, to 
return no more, for ever! This confideration made my 
heart fink withinme! The ceremony, however, was not 
finifhed—indeed the moft affefting part of it now began. 
They had paffed round the church, and prefented themfelves 
at the grate of the convent, on the oppofite fide of the altar. 
A fmall door in the grating was opened, and each of them, 
alternately, bowed their heads to the Cardinal, who cut off 
their hair ; then the nuns, who were all {tanding round, took 
off their elegant cloaths, and put an them the habits of their 
order. Unfortunately, we could obtain but a very imperfect 
view of this fcene, from the circumftance of the bars being 
fo large and clumfy. 

After the ceremony was finifhed, they came in their new 
habits to the grate, and their friends prefented us to them. 
I now got quite clofe, and had a full and complete fight of 
all the nuns. There were fome of the loveliet young women 
amongft them I ever faw ; they bowed to us, and ‘appeared, 
many of them very defirous of feeing the company. One 
fweet girl, in particular, who feemed to be not more than 
fifteen or fixteen, difcovered uncommon eagernefs. She 
itayed behind the reft, and turned her eyes towards the grat~ 
ing, with looks that betrayed fome lingering defires for the 
world. The whole of the ceremony lalted about three 
hours. 

I much with, my friend, you had been with me, for 
although a very affecting {cene, and fuch as drew tears from 
many of my countrymen, who were ftanding round, yet it 
was certainly one of the moft interefting and magnificent I 
ever remember to have been a {peCtator of, 
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AN AFFECTING STORY. 


R. John Andrew Gordier, a refpectable and wealthy 
inhabitant of Jerfey, in the early part of the prefent 
century, whofe death excited. confiderable furprize and alarm 
in the ifland where he refided, and was followed by circum- 
{tances fo peculiarly melancholy and affeéting, that they have 
afforded materials to the mafe of Mr Jephfon, in his fplendid’ 
and elaborate tragedy of the Italian Lover.- 

Mr, Gardier had, for feveral years,. paid his addreffes to- 
a beautiful. and. accomplifhed young woman, a native of the 
ifland of Guernfey ;. and having furmounted. the afual diff- 
culties and delays of love,. which always increafe the value 
of the object in purfuit, the happy day for leading his mif- 
trefs to the altar at length was -fixed. 

After giving the necefiary orders for the reception of his 
intended wife, Gosdier, at the time apppinted; in full health 
and high. pee, failed for Guernfey. ‘The impatience uf a 
lover on fuch a voyage need not be defcribed ; hours were 
years, and a narrow channel between the iflands, ten thou- 
fand leagues. ‘The. land of promife at length appears, he 
leaps on the beach and,. without waiting for refrefhment, 
or his fervant, whom he left with. his baggage, fets out 
alone, and on foot,. for the houfe he had fo o:ten vifited, 
which was only a few miles from the port. 

The fervant, who foon followed, was furprized to find 
his mafter not arrived; repeated meflengers. were fent to 
fearch and enquire, in vain, Having waited, in anxions 
expectation, till midnight, the apprehenfions of the lady and 
her family were proportionate to the urgency of their feelings, 
and the circum(tances of the cafe. ‘he next morning, at 
break of day, the appearance of a near relation of the muhng 
man, was not calculated to diminifh their fears ; with evi- 
dent marks of diftrefS, fatigue, and dejeCtion, he came to 
inform them, that he had pafled. the whole of the night in 
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minutely examining, and in every direétion, the environs of 
the road by which Gordier generally pailed. 

After days of dreadful fufpence, and nights of unavailing 
anxiety, the corpfe of the unfortunate lover was at length 
difcovered in a cavity among the rocks, disfigured with many 
wounds ; but no circumftance occurred on which to ground 
fufpicion, or even to hazard conjedtare, concerning the per- 
vetrator of fo foul a murder. 

The regret of both families for a good young man, thus 
cut off in the meridian of life and expeétation by a cruel 
aflafin, was increafed by the myftery and mode of his death, 
The grief of the young lady not being of that {pecies, which 
relieves itfelf by external effufion, and loud lamentation, was 
for that very reafon the more ponent and heart-felt; the 
never fhed a tear, “ but let concealment, like a worm i’the 
bud, feed on her damafk cheek ; fhe pin’d in thought ; and, 
with a green and yellow melancholy, the fat like Patience on 
a monument.” 

Her virtues and her beauty having attracted general admi- 
ration, the family, after a few years, was prevailed on to 
permit Mr, Galliard, a merchant, and a native of the ifland, 
to become her fuitor, hoping that a fecond lover might gra- 
dually withdraw her attention from brooding in hopelefs 
filence over the cataftrophe of her firft. 

In fubmifhon to the wifhes of her parents, but with re- 
peated and energetic declarations, that fhe never would 
marry, Galliard was occafionally admitted ; but the unhappy 
lady found it difficult to fupprefs a certain involuntary anti- 
pathy, which, declaring herfelf, at the fame time, unable to 
account for it, fhe always felt whenever he approached. 

This fingular, but well authenticated circumftance, was 
often remarked long before the fatal, the bloody fecret was 
revealed ; it was a more than mental averfion, and was {aid 
to bear a near refemblance to that tremulous horror and 
fhivering, which feizes certain perfons of keen fenfibility and 
delicate feelings, at the fight of a fpider, an adder, or a 
toad. But fuch was the ardor of paflion, or fuch the fafci- 
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nating magic of her charms, repulfe only increafed defire, 
and Galliard perfifted in his unwelcome vifits, fome times 
codeannring to prevail on the unfortunate young woman to 
— a prefent from his hands. 

er friends remarked, that he was particularly urgent to 
prefent her with a beautiful trinket, of expenfive workman. 
fhip, and valuable materials, which fhe pofitively and firmly 
refufed ; adding, with acorreétnefs of fentiment, and pro. 
priety of condu@, not always imitated by her fex, that it 
was bafe, difhonorable, and mean, to encourage attentions, 
and receive favours from a man, who excited in her mind 
fenfations, far more violent than indifference, and whofe 
offers no motive of any kind could ever prevail on her to 
accept. 

But Galliard, by the earneftnefs of his addreffes, by his 
affiduities, and by exciting pity, the common refource of art- 
fal men, had won over the mother of the lady to fecond his 
wifhes. In her defire to forward his fuit, fhe had taken an 
opportunity, during the night, to fix the trinket in queftion 
to her daughter’s watch chain, and forbade her, on pain of 
maternal difpleafure, to remove this token of unaccepted 
affection. 

The health of the lovely mourner fuffered in the confi& ; 
and the mother of the murdered man, who had ever regarded 
her intended daughter-in-law with tendernefs and affection, 
crofled the fea, which divides Jerfey and Guernfey, to vifit 
her, to offer every confolation in her power; and what, in 
fuch cafes, is always the moft foothing confolation, to mingle 
tears with her’s, 

The fight of one fo nearly related to her firft, her only 
love, naturally called forth ten thoufand melancholy ideas in 
her mind. She feemed to take pleafure in recounting to 
the old lady many little incidents which lovers only. confider 
as important. Mr - Gordier was alfo fond of erquiring into, 
and liftening to every minute particular, which related to the 
jaft interview of her fon with his miftrefs, ~ 
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It was on one of thefe occafions, that their converfation 
reverted, as ufual, to the melancholy topic ; and the fad re- 
trofpe& fo powerfully affected the young ays whofe health 
was already very much impaired, that fhe funk, in conyul- 
fions, on the floor. During the alarm of the unhappy family, 
who were conveying her to bed, their terror was confidera- 
bly increafed, by obferving that the eyes of Mrs. Gordier 
were inftantaneoufly caught by the glittering appendage to the 
lady’s watch ; that well-known token of her fon’s affection, 
which, with a loud voice, and altered countenance, fhe de- 
clared. he had purchafed as a gift for his miffrefs, previous to 
his leaving Guernfey. 

With a dreadful look, in which horror, indignation, won- 
der, and fufpicion, were mingled, fhe repeated the extraor- 
dinary circumftance, as well as the agitated {tate of her mind 
would permit, to the unhappy lady, during the interval of a 
fhort recovery. 

The moment the poor fufferer underftood that the jewel, 
fhe had hitherto fo much defpifed, was originally in the pof- 
fefhon of Gordier, the intelligence feemed to pour a flood of 
new horror on her mind; the made a laft effort to prefs the 
appendage to her heart; her eyes, for a moment, exhibited 
the wild ftare of madnefs, ftung to its highe{t pitch by the 
invenomed dart of horrible conviction; and crying out, 
‘Oh, murderous villain!” fhe expired in the arms of her 
attendants. 

It is hardly neceflary further to unfold the circumftances 
of this myfterious aifatbnation. Gordier, in his way from the 
port to his miftrefs’s houfe, had been clearly way-laid by 
Galliard, murdered, and. plundered of the trinket; in the 
hope, that after his death, he might fucceed to the poffeflion 
of a jewel far more precious. 

Galliard, on being charged with the crime, boldly denied 
it, but with evident confufion and equivocation ; and while 
the injured family were fending for the officers of juftice, he 
confirmed all their fufpicions by fuicide, and an impious letter 
left in his apartment, in which he imputed his abominable 
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conduct to the fury of ungovernable paflion ; and concluded, 
with calling on the Almighty, who had implanted /uch frrong 
defires in him, to forgive the rath, unwarrantable, and defpe- 
rate act he was about to commit. 


MEDICAL VULGAR ERRORS REFUTED. 


The following Extra&s, from a Work of the above Title, 
lately publijhed, it is hoped will not be unacceptable to fuch of 
our Keaders as are Mothers, or have the Management of 
Children. 





That it is very hurtful to put Infants very young to fland upon 
their Legs, as it will make them crooked and bandy-legged. 


Y no means; dandling them well, but gently, is very 

neceflary towards their health ; and ufing them to 

their feet ftrengthens their legs very much ; one great ‘caule 

of rickets and bandy-legs bemg the keeping children too 

much in the cradle, and their want of due exercife and 
friction. 


That leading-Prings are an ufeful Invention to bring on Chil- 
dren to Walk, and prevent Falls.—They are exceedingly hurt- 
ful by prefling in the fernum, which in infants is very weak, 
and thereby living the foundation of afthmas and confump- 
tions, by thus narrowing their chefts. Suffering them to 
take their falls on carpets or grafs-plats will foone(t bring 
them to walk cautioufly. 


The cafting of Teeth is a dangerous Diftemper in Children.— 
Cutting them is painful, and often dangerous in grofs chil- 
dren ; 
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dren ; but the fhedding them is by no means fo. The teeth 
originally are like gelly, in a cartilaginous {tate, included in 
Jittle bladders, of which there are two in each alveolus, one 
lying upon the other, which by degrees harden into bone ; 
at which time the lower, by their growth, by degrees thruft 

out the upper ones; that as the jaws grow, there may be no . 
vacancy between the teeth, and that they, by being larger, 
might quite fill up the hiatus’s. 


That Squinting comes naturally to fome Children, aud is in- 
curable.—lI believe it is moft generally brought on by ufing 
children to caps or bonnets that come too forward, which 
they turn their eyes to look at; covering the {trong eye with 

age Ba to compel the conitant ufe of the weaker one, feems 
a ctedleeaiil mode of cure, and the wearing the infts ‘ument 
called goggles, for a length of time, is faid to have been 
very fucceisful. 


That burnt Alum is an excellent Dentifrice.—In dire& con- 
tradition to this, acids of every kind are the molt pernicious 
applications of any to the teeth, as they foon corrode even 
their enamel. 5 Rly it is, that perfons in apple and cyder 
counties have rottenteeth. Every noftrum that has any thing 
fharp in it, ought to be carefully ‘avoided. The beft denti- 
frice is finely levigated charcoal, ivot, or in fome cafes finely 
powdered Peruvian bark. 


rr TR 


AN ESSAY UPON FEMALE EDUCATION. 


HE advantages that may be expected, and the incon- 

veniencies which muft attend the different modes of 
public and private education, have been fo often difcufled, 
and fo a fy rey that the intelligent reader may naturally 


imagine fubjec&t is intitely exhaufted ; and that nothing 
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new can be faid either to influence the mind, or inferm the 
underftanding. But when I reflect that thefe fagacious dil- 
quifitions have been written with a view of promoting the ad- 
vantage of the male fex, and that the fubject has not been 
clofely confidered, as immediately direted to the female, 
I think it may not be unacceptable to my general readers, uf 
I throw together a few of thofe reafons which, in fome in- 
ftances, induce me to prefer the former, and in others the 
lalter mode of education. 

The near relationfhip between child and parent, ought in 
itfelf to be a fufficient claim, both for uniform care and un- 
wearied tendernefs; yet daily experience too fadly teaches 
us, that the influence of diffipation, and the charms of fafhion, 
are capable of fubverting chat inftintive affection which nature 
implanted in the maternal breatt ! ; 

To thofe parents who are fo completely loft to a fenfe of 
their own duty, and their children’s bappinc(, as to leave the 
formation of the infant’s mind to the care of an ignorant 
domettic, a {chool education is to be {trongly recommended, 
and at a much earlier age than children are ufually placed 
there ; for the contracted ideas, falfe prejudices, Lia cor- 
rupted opinions, which a child acquires under the tuition of 
its nurfe maid, frequently attends it through the whole courfe 
of its life. 

But to thofe mothers who are, either by nature or prin- 
ciple, inclined to refift the allurements which diflipation offers; 
who, in the infantine careffes of their children, experience a 
refinement of felicity, to which the gay and frivilous are utter 
ftrangers, I would certainly advife a private method of in- 
ftruction ; for is it to be fuppofed that the governefs of a 
fchool, however great her abilties, or ftrong her principles, 
can devote that attention to numbers, that might be paid to 
few ; or can fhe feel that tender folicitude, for the improve- 
ment of her pupils, a mother mult experience for the weilare 
of her child? 

Thofe able writers, whofe knowledge of the human heart, 
and whofe intercourfe with the world, have enabled sepa to 

analize 
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analyze the leading traits in the characters of the two fexes, 
afcribe a greater portion of judgment to the one, and livelier 
yimagination to the other. If this hypothefis is allowed to be 
juft, it will naturally occur to the attentive mind, that much 
more care will be néceffary to fubdue the latter, than to dire& 
the former ; and that it will require a conftant exertion of 
thofe minute attentions,, which, in a public feminary, it is im- 
pofhible it can receive. 

It is a univerfal obfervation, that thofe friendfhips which 
are formed at an early period of exiftance, continue through 
life with a greaeter degree of ardency than thofe which 
commence at a later date, when the judgment is allowed to 
direé& the heart, and intereft ftrengthens the league it has 
engaged in.- The permanency of thofe pho and the 
ftability of thofe engagements,. has frequently induced man 
fathers to place their Soci at a public fchool, for the parpolp 


of allowing them: an opportunity of forming connections 
which, at a future period of their lives, may be beneficial to 
their intereft, or advantageous to their credit ; but the dif- 


ferent fituations in which the two fexes are compelled to 
move, render fuch motives of no avail in the opinion of a 
mother, whofe utmoft ambition is to train the mind to an 
uniform praétice of principle, probity» and virtue. 

Tt has been a matter. of fome difpute, at what period of 
life the infant mind is capable of receiving in{truction, and at 
what date the tafk of education'ought to begin. Though I 
am not a convert to the opinion that pride may be inftilled by 
a new ribbon, and vanity by a gilded coral, before the child 
is capable of diftinguifhing the colour of the one, or of dif- 
criminating the make ot the other, yet [ at inclined to 
believe fomething may be done towards improving the dif- 
pofition, even in the earlieft days of childhood; and am 
convinced the future charaéter is, in fome degree, eftablithed 
before {chools, or inftructers, have the charge of moulding it, 

Amidit the various modes of education, which either pa- 
rents of preceptors are in the habit of adopting, that of 
ecrcion and feverity appears to me furrounded with the greateft 
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mifchief, and big with the moft fatal confequences: it cuts 
off that generous reciprocity which ought to fubfift between 
the teacher and the fcholar, and ingenders artifice, hatred, 
and deception. The fr/f object in the education of a child, 
fhould be to acquire its afedion ; and the fecond, to obtain 
its confidence ; but how are either to be hoped for, if feverity 
chill, or cvercion bind, the foft affections of its feeling 
heart ?—If a child is in the habit of confidering its mother, 
or governefs, as a rigid judge, rather than a éender friend, how 
can it be fuppofed to act with that ingenuous confidence 
which is fo ofentially neceflary for its future welfare ?—Or 
how is it poilible for an inftructer to form or improve that 
mind, the fecret movements of which they are wholly unac- 
quainted with ? 

The keeping children in a conftant {tate of fubjeétion and 
dependence, is one of the moft fatal errors a parent can fall 
into; for by this tyrannic fway over their minds and perfons, 
the former Marat enervated, and the latter dwindles into a 
mere machine. 

The f{prings of the mind, like the joints of the bedy, be- 
come inactive by difufe ; and unlefs the former has fomething 
to ftimulate, and draw them forth, they naturally fink into 
Kiftleffnefs or apathy.—If the focial affections are allowed to 
be the chief awakeners of man, with how much greater de- 
eree of ftimulus muft:they act upon childhood? The moft 
likely thing to expand the youthful mind, and fire it with an 
ardent love of virtue, is praife ; for unlefs a child is taught 
to entertain a high opinion for tfelf, or to believe others will 
value it for its amiable qualities, it will feel no temptation to 
cultivate virtue, and no defire to a& upon principle. But in 
teaching a child to refpe& iif, it ought carefully to be in- 
formed why it is refpedable; it ought to be told that nature 
had endowed it with faculties capable of the moft exalted 
purfuits, and that by deltining each to their proper ule, it 
might in time become a noble being!—It ought early to be 
infpired with a /ove of truth, a deteflation of falfehood, and a 
perfet abhorrence of Aypocrify aad deception. a" 
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Few circumftances can be attended with fuch pernicious 
confequences as an attempt to impofe upon a child’s under- 
ftanding ; for if parents expect franknefs and fincerity in their 
children, they ought carefully to avoid every {pecies of arti- 
fice ; and inftead of alluring them by deception, incite them 
by principle. 

What has hitherto been faid upon the fubje& of education, 
equally applies to both fexes ; but as the fole purpofe of this 

ay was to correct the imperfetions which have crept into 
the fyftem of female education, I cannot difmifs the theme 
without fuggefting a few hints for their benefit and improye- 
ment. 

Ignorance, vanity, and imbecility, are the characteriftic 
imperfections in the female fex, and may be confidered as 
at once conftituting their reproach, and their misfortune.— 
Nothing can be more calculated to produce this ignorance, 
than the fuperficial manner in which they are educated; they 
are taught a Uttle of every thing ; memory is fuffered to fup- 
ply the place of reafon, and apprehenfion that of judgment.— 
A boy’s mind goes through a very different mode of training 
in his clafical purfuits ; he is compelled to make ufe of his 
own faculties, and to reafon as well as meditate upon the ftudy 
he is engaged in; thus he naturally acquires a habit of reflec. 
ing, and inftead of depending upon the abilities of another, 
imperceptibly learns to make ufe of Ais own. 

The large portion of vanity which is afcribed to the Fe- 
male Sex, may likewife be attributed to a miftaken mode of 
education. Were children taught to value themfelves upon 
their virtues and abilities, inftead of their fortune or their 

Jfinery, how little of that frivolous nonfenfe thould we fee in 
the world which is fo difguiting to a rational, and fo morti- 
fying to a thinking mind! 

Of that refined /ofine/s, and delicate fenfibility, which ren- 
ders its poffeffor incapable of performing the active duties of 
humanity, I can hardly avoid om aking without acrimony and 


feverity ; but I confefs, that whgp I fee a woman languifhing 
in liftleffnefs, and {pending a whole life in ufclefs lamentations 
2 upon 
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upon her own debility, I feel a fort of indignant contempt, 
that politenefs can {carcely reprefs, and good-temper with 
difficulty conceal. 

The ground obje& of education is to inftil fuch principles, 
and import fuch knowledge, as will be moft likely to produce 
an abhorrence of vice, and create a love of virtue ; and if by 
blending amufement with inftru€ion, and gentlenefs with 
reproof, we can rob education of that terror with which it is 
furroundéed, we may naturally hope that what was once a 
tafk, may be converted into a delight ; and what is confidered 
a duty, may become a gratification. 
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LE PORTEUR D’EAU DU FAUXBOURG 
S. GERMAIN. 


ER porteur d’eau du fauxbourg Saint Germain, alloit de 
rue en rue criant fa marchandife ; une fille ’arréte au 
bas d’une allée, lui demande fa voie d’eau, & lui dit qu’il faut 
la porter au cinquieme étage; mais, ajoute-t-elle, je vous 
préviens que je ne puis en donner qu’un fou. Un fou! dit 
celui-ci, pour monter a un cinquieme ; en vérité cela en vaut 
au moins deux ; j’en conviens, dit la fille d’un ton pénétré 5 
mais on ne peut donner que ce qu’on a, & je n’ai pas davan- 
tage. Quoi! vous n’avez pas davantage? Hélas! ce n’eft 
que trop vrai.—Allons, allons, 1] n’‘importe, je vais vous la 
rter ; il monte avec peine un efcalier étroit, & arrivé dans 
fi ‘chasihee. il voit les quatre murailles, pour meubles un 
méchant grabat que couvroit une mauvaife paillaffe, & quel- 
ues pots de gres a moitié caflés, dans lefquels il verfa fa voie 
eau 3 en_un mot, tout l’extéricur de la plus grande mifere. 
—Vous étes done bien pauvre, ma chere amie! Vous le 
yoyez, cea eo fuis fans pain ;. & croyez-vous que fi j'avois: 
le moyen, j’eufle voulu m@#ehander le prix de votre peine? 
Tenez, voila ce que je vous ai promis ; je vous !'ai dit, c’eft 
tour 
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tout ce que j’al. Le porteur d’eau tout ému, lui rend fa 
piece, & lui-méme fouillant dans fa poche, en tire environ 
douze fous de petite monnoie: tenez, lui dit-il a fon tour, 
voila ce que j’ai gagné aujourd’hui ; j’efpere que Dieu m’en 
fera gagner d’autres, & redefcend fatisfait. 

Il elt dans | état de focieté mille occafions de fe préter 
tour-a-tour des fecours tant corporels que fpirituels, plus avan- 
tageux a celui qui les regoit, qu’onéreux a celui qui les 
donne, 


A tranflation of the above (po paid) before the 12th of 
Furr, from any of our Young Reavers, will be efleemed a 
javor. 


PUBLIC AND PRIVATE THEATRICALS, Ge. 


HAY-MARKET THEATRE. 


HIS Summcr Theatre commenced its Dramatic Cam- 
paign on Tuefday, P i 12th, with The Barre or 
Hexuam; or, Days or Op; and we were much pleafed to 
find a company of performers, confilting of Barrymore, 
Aiken, R. Palmer, reer aay Munden, and Wathen, with 
Mrs, Harlowe, Mifs De Camp, and Mrs. Gibbs, make their 
appearance. It is an earneft of the amafements of the theatre 
being performed with that excellence that may, in fome de- 
ree, compenfate for the clofe of Covent Garden and Drury 
Lem Theatres. The performers were all deferving of the 
great approbation they received. Mr. Barrymore was re- 
markably fpirited and appropriate in his character of Gondi- 
but, and Fawcett difplayed his peculiar merit in Gubbins. 
And Adeline and Queen Margaret were well fuftained by 
Mrs. Harlowe and Mifs De Camp. The little piece of 4 
Quarter of an Hour before Dinner, as an interlude, was enter- 
taining. 









a act a 
2 a 
= ee - 


at aE eo eee 
A ae = 9 5 : 


SF ae 


f er 





oe 


7 


a 


ehh 


a 
ee - s- 


7 =e: 


Ao ee ene ete 




















































| 
58 LADY’S MONTHLY MUSEUM. 


oo es 











taining. But the humourous fketch of the Biur Devics, 
tranflated from the French of Patrat, was moft excellently 
performed. Munden, Fawcett, and Wathen, moft fucefs- 
fully exerted themfelves in rendering this whimfical enter- 
tainment truly laughable. Mrs. Gibbs claimed confiderable 
commendation. And fuch was the performance of the whole 
evening’s amufements, that we have the greateft reafon to 
think Mr. Colman will be amply rewarded for the fpirit and 
judgment he has evinced, in the engagement of his prefent 
company. 


BRANDENBURGH HOUSE. 


The celebrated Tragedy of the Rodders, tranflated from the 
German, with confiderable emendations, by the Honourable 
Keppel Craven, was performed on the 1ft and 7th of Func, 
at this theatre. A moft brilliant and crowded audience at- 
tended, and expreffed the greateft fatisfaction at the merit of 
the sang and the performers. A new Prologue was fpoken 
y r. Wade. ‘The principak male performers were Mr. 

amilton, Mr. Wynne, Mr. K. Craven, Mr. Jofeph Mad- 
docks, Capt. Wade, and Sir Walter James. Amelia was 
performed with all that tafte, pathos, and claffical propriety, 
which fo eminently diftinguifhes the fenfibility and accom- 
plifhed mind of the Margravine. 

Sir Walter James was particularly noticed for his nervous 
and forcible action, as well as his appropriate emphafis. And 
Mr. K. Craven fuitained and exhibited the conflicting paflions 
of Charles de Moor, with an energy and fenfibility that was 
irrefiftibly impreffive upon the feelings of the audience. 

The Margravine {poke a moft pointed and brilliant Epi- 
logue with a charming excellence, that particularly difplayed 
the wit and elegance of its writing. 

The Farce of All in good Humour was performed with that 
merit, which clofed the entertainment of the evening with as 
much praife, in favour of the gay Thalia, as had been given 
in the preceding part to the pentive Melpomene. < 
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The {cenery and decorations were greatly admired for their 
beauty and elegance ; particularly a fun-fet, on the banks of 
the Danube; which, moft happily, blended the beautiful 
with the fublime. ‘The moone-light, in the forefts of Bohemia, 
was alfo churnungly picturefque. 

It is faid there is to be another performance before the 
feafun clofes, and the theatre undergoes a confiderable im- 
provement and enlargement. 








: 
MRS. CRESPIGNY’S DEJEUNE. 


This elegant entertainment, given on the 7th inftant, was 
moft eminently diftinguifhed for the charming tafte and ele. 
gance with which every accommodation was provided and 
difpofed. Artificial flowers embellifhed the gardens and 
grounds, where nature withheld her decorations. The com- 
pany were Se gratified by the attendance of the 
Turkifh Ambaffador, in ail the ftyle of eaftern mognificence. 
He feemed particularly pleafed with the beauty of the fcene, 
and the fettivity of the company. This aflembly of elegance, 
was alfo honored with the company of Lord Duncan, whofe 
attendance was no fooner announced than he was molt 
pleafingly faluted with the band immediately playing Rule 
Britannia. ‘This was followed by fome ladies performing a 
march, which was concluded by the fong, in full chorus. 
The words were by Mrs. C. and pofleffed all the merit of 
tafte and genius, which always charaéterize her performances, 
Several young ladies, from Beckford Houfe, Walworth, 
danced; with infinite pleafure to the company, and credit to 
their mafter. Among the many ftriking and well-fupported 
characters, were fome Gypfies ; who, with great {pirit, imi- 
tated the dreffes and manners of thefe itinerants. Their wit 
and humour confiderably encreafed the morning feftivity, 
which, in every tefpect, was the moft delightful aflemblage 
of beauty and pleafure we have been preiented with this 


feafon. 
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THE CABINET OF FASHION. 


With an elegant Engraving, beautifully coloured. 


GREEABLY to what is annoutced in our Profpectus, 

our Fair Readers are here prefented with Two Figures, 

ting the London Fafhionable Dreffes for the prefent 

month. In this pasticular de ent, it fhall be our ftudy, 
as much as the limits of our will admit, rather to excel 
than be confidered inferior to any fimilar production. The 
prefent fample of the intention of the cy ea it is hoped, 
will not d them ; but, in their future Publications, 
the Revolutions of Fafhion may furnifh what may be deemed 


more piciuresque. 


EXPLANATION. 


The Figure in yellow, reprefents a Lady attired in the 
Sutton Wrap, with worked border. EAD Dress in 
the Grecian tafte, and white filk gloves; that in blue, 
The Demi Habillement, or Curicle Robe, with worked border, 
and white filk gloves. 


REVIEW 










































































REVIEW OF FEMALE LITERATURE. 


0 yp is the prefent abjeé&t and fervile ftate to which pe- 
\)  riodical criucifm is now funk in this country, that it is 
almoft impoflible to promife a regular record of literature 
which can appear in the leaft degree acceptable. Hardly any 
pledge we can tender, will be deemed competent to fuch a 
confidence, as is effential to fuccefs. The world of letters, 
as well as public opinion in general, is no longer free, but even 
feems of late to have relinquifhed all fenfe of independence, 
though an impartial diftribution of juftice in both, is {til 
the infeparable handmaid of legitimate liberty. On the 
high road of genius and indultry, by which authors of 
all defcriptions are inceflantly pafling, with more or lefs ras 
pidity, to the temple of fame, our various reviews operate 
merely as ag gates. It is at leaft pretty generally pre- 
fumed, few of them can be paffed but on terms at once arbi- 
trary, troublefome, and expenfire. They fuppofe themfelves 
poficiled of fuch vantage ground, that all whofe pretenfionhs 
to tafte and diftin@tion are tried and caft at their tribunal, 
whether by fair or foul means, they {tudioufly preclude from 
every poflibility of replication or redrefs, Improprieties of 
language, fentiment, or compofition, are not candidly pointed 
out for the benefit of public example, but expofed with far- 
caftic triumph, or employed as implements of perfonal infult ; 
and decifions are often made in fuch unqualified terms, as 
betray dogmas of pedantry, rather than cannons of wifdom 
or common fenfe. Productions, fan&tioned by no high found- 
ing name, often fhare the fame neglect as helplefs orphans, 
unlefs when fhielded by fome powerful alliance in the trade, 
or among friends. Good writing is not unfrequently fuf- 
ficient atonement for the ae} outrage on morality, and the 
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beft fenfibilities of our nature ; and the facrifice of purity in 
ftile, of ftrength in reafoning, of unity in defign, and of 
utility in the drift of the ar. to politeneds, + mg or in- 
difference, is not lefs common than faftidious acrimony and 
abufe, wherever previous under{tanding or homage is want- 
ing. By this fordid traffic, the noble and ufeful art of criti- 
cif is debafed and unpopular. The fophiftry of ignorance 
and artifice has a€tually reduced it to fomething very like the 
cynics tub, the mifer’s fponge, the pedagogue’s rod, the 
buffoon's lath, or the fool's cap. 

For preventing a fimilar proftitution of the privilege our 
fituation affords, the plan we propofe, is to notice no bocks 
whatever, profefledly temporary ; the evanefcent fuperfluity 
of the prefs; inceffent fhoals of mawkith and tranfitory 
novels, which are the habitual opprobrium of our literature ; 
political pamphlets, the fickening {pawn of emptinefs and 
inanity ; calculated only to excite, extend, and keep alive, 
the intemperate nonfenfe of ae ; the fraudulent, feeble“ex- 
ertions of irreligion and profligacy ; with every fort of com- 
pofition, in Pa or verfe, on fubjects facred or civil, not 
obvioufly fafhioned and directed to inftruét, improve, or 
amufe our female readers. 

By thus avoiding every unprofitable, irrelevant publication, 
and reftricting our critical remarks to fuch only as accord 
with the fpirit and aim of our’s, we have no temptation to 
plunge into irregularities we cannot but reprobate, incompatible 
with common juftice, and offenfive to general tafte. De- 

riving ourfelves of power, renders the guilt of abufing it, 
incident as it is to human frailty, in our cafe impracticable. 
It is our with to cherifh mode{t merit, to encourage diffident 
utility, and occafionally, fhould it accidentally fall in our 
way, to reprefs the aflumptions of arrogance ; but in no cafe 
to commend or condemn, but from a deep fenfe of the duty 
we owe to ourfelves, our readers, and the public. 
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The Works of Horatio Walpole, Earl of Orford. In Five 
Volumes, 4:0. Ten Guineas. 


|e is not eafy, without long and mature deliberation, to 
form a competent eftimate of the diverfified productions 
in thefe- volumes. From us, who have not room even to 
fpecify their contents, little more cari be expected than merely 
to mark the general drift of the whole. The noble writer 
has, for many years, been admired as an antiquarian, a bio- 
rapher, a critic, and a wit. Having flounfhed to great 
fongesiny in all thefe charaétets, the public opinion on the 
merit he poffeffed in each, is now perfeétly afcertained and 
eftablifhed. And labours which come before us, under the 
refpectable fanétion of general approbation, can be little af- 
fected by our praife or blame. They are neverthelefs the 
more an obje¢t of critical obfervation, that the author’s fta- 
tion made him {fo confpicuous, that his celebrity created fuch 
an univerfal intereft in his favour ; and that the fhynefs which 
accompanied his feveral publications, have excited fo much 
eagernefs after them. Many of thefe were printed at his 
own prefs, and circulated only among a feleét party of ac- 
quaintance. The firft editions were of courfe few in num- 
ber, proportioned to that of thofe who received this mark of 
his partiality, and feldom migrated beyond the limited circle 
of their original deftination. Thefe and other circumftances 
peculiar to his tafte and habits, gave additional gout to what- 
ever fell from his pen, and rendered all he wrote an objeé& of 
more than common curiofity. Under this invidious afpeét, 
the whole mafs of his mifcellaneous labours now appears at 
the bar of public criticifm. An author, thus cafed in privilege 
to the chin, may well expeét the fate of favourites, and we 
own ourfelves not the more difpofed to applaud him for his 
eccentric manner of detailing his works, heir igantic fize, 
or his titular diftinétion. Thefe are ill calcilaetd as we 
conceive, to leffen any imperfeétions he may betray ; his vapid 
humour, the vanity of his . inventories, the infignifi- 
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cant feries of particulars, on which he waftes a profufion 
of talent and tame; and more efpecially the vaft fums he 











‘expended, amafhng hoards of ulelefs winkets, which, ap- 


propnated to purpofes of benevolence, might fo confidera- 
by have abridged the circle of human forrow. But great 
minds feldom move in a ftraight line ; and with all our con- 
tempt for ebullitions of pride, the follies of fafhion, and the 
crotchets of a writer dandled in the lap of luxury from in- 
fancy to decrepitude, and gorged from morning till night, 
by exceflive fycophancy from numberlefs spisaeanlinnd ot 
the firft order in rank and letters, his few faults appear to us 
extremely venial, and by no means to be put in competition 
either with his virtues as aman, or his merits as an author. 
His writings are uniformly the fuggeftion of principle, and 
directed to the moft honorable views. Nor is this character 
of them once abandoned, even when tafte or fancy feems 
exclufively confulted. They generally difplay much good- 
nefs of heart, much philanthropy, much independence. of 
mind, and not a little confideration for the frailties and fuf- 
ferings of our common nature. His catalogue of royal and 
noble authors, affords many important leffons to kings, 
courts, and perfons of diltinction, by prefling on their atten- 
tion fuch eXamples of intelligence and indatiry as conftitute 
the highe(ft ornaments of every character, in every condition. 
His Anecdotes of Painiing exhibit fuch a monument of inge- 
nuity, as will ferve to perpetuate the celebrity of the arts, 
and redound to the credit of the nation, His novels, dramas, 
and verfes, have many refpeétable admirers among the molt 
enlightened votaries ps talte and the mufes. We prefer, for 
our part, his letters, to all his other labours: their minute- 
nefs interefts our attention, his experience edifies and cor- 
rects our judgment of men and things, and the ardour of 
his friendfhip charms our hearts. He is perfectly at home 
with his correfpondents ; amufing, initructive, and agreeable, 
at all times and on all fubjects. With him every ipecies of 
decency and morality are facred things, His fund of wit 
and pleafantry, is incxhaultible, He betrays no ill nature, 
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no petulance, and is feldom peevith, even amidft the tortures 
of the gout, or to his belt friends. Alas! few minds, with 
fuch abilities, fuch a fortune, and fuch a roll of illuftrious 
admirers, as Lord Orford always poffeffed, could have pre- 
ferved the dignity and moderation which habitually difcrimi- 
nated his deportment. He was, indeed, an honor to the Britifh 
Peerage and to human nature; and the memory of his vir- 
tues will live for ever in his works, which are a valuable ac- 
ceffion to the literature of his country ; and, among various 
treafures of found wifdom, contain abundant novelties, both 
in tafte and fcience ; and we heartily and confidently recom- 
mend them as a {chedule of uleful knowledge to the old, a 
guide to the young, and a vade-mecum to all. We cannot, 
however, difmifs this article without obferving, that notwith- 
(tanding the prefent flourifhing ftate of the fine arts, and the 
unrivalled elegance of the Englifh prefs, one of the moft vas 
luable and important publications in our language exhibits fo 
poor a fpecimen of either. % 


TY 


An Enquiry into the Duties of the Female Sex. By Thomas 
Gifborne, M. A. Price, in Boards, 6s, 


HIS, like all the other works df the learned and re- 
{pectable writer, is in high repute, and ranks defervedly 
among the beft publications on the fubjec&t of which it treats, 
Much pains are taken in the outfet to afcertain the {phere pe- 
culiar to the female charaéter, the difcriminating faculties 
with which it is furnifhed, in what it differs from and agrees 
with the other fex, its claims and interferences, the import- 
ance of it to fociety, and its general influence in the world, 
The difcuffion comprehends a great aiverfity of particulars, 
rfonal, relative, and focial ; inveftigates the habits and re- 
{trictions of women, in every circumftance of civilization, 
and diftinguifhes with sean accutenefs and addrefs between 
3 their 
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their duties arifing from the defects or prerogatives of their 
nature, and the abridgements and privileges of their con- 
dition, The details impofed upon him by the amplitude, 
the delicacy, and the intereft of the facts and affinities he 
explores, afford to fuch an enlightened and well-direted 
mind as his, the moil fertile fources of thought and appofite 
inftances of illuftration. And thefe he never fails to apply 
with fingular propriety for enforcing his reafoning, and ren- 
dering the conclufions he wanted to eftablifh equally per- 
{picuous and ftriking. It is impoflible for any lady of difcern- 
ment to read him, and not receive advantage from his 
inftructions. He is not one of thofe writers, however, whole 
charms are exhaufted by a firft perufal. His full beauties 
ani meaning come out only by degrees. He thinks deeply, 
and requires to be read with calm and deliberate attention, 
He will amply repay whoever confults him in this manner, 
Our young readers will find him a faithful counfeller, a fincere 
friend, and a tender-hearted father. And we cannot help 
congratulating them on an acceffion to the fources of their 
intelligence and tuition, fo palpably aufpicious both to their 
improvement, and our fuccefs. 
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Viftons, in Verfe, for the Entertainment and Inflruéion of 
Young Minds. A new Edition, with fix Plates. Fine Paper, 
as. 6d. fewed. Common, 1s. 6d. fewed. 


HIS is a pretty edition of as pretty a little book as ever 

was put into the hands of, youth. Truths of the laft 
importance to the happinefs and perfection of human nature, 
are here delineated in a moft imprefive manner, and in lan- 
guage at once fimple and fignificant. Some of thefe Vifions 
we remember to have heard repeated by a girl, not above fix 
years old, and a more fafcinating and angelic exhibition we 
mever beheld. Her utterance and ne PAR acreRaeS 
3 Ppey 





LADY'S MONTHLY MUSEUM. 57 








happily with the featiments of the poem, which was-Content 
and the talte and feeling the difclofed, pictured the liveliett 
union of fimplicity and innocence. Few of our readers need 
be informed, that thefe are the Vifions of the late amiable 
Dr. Cotton, of St. Alban’s, which are now fo popular as to 
be in almott every family in the kingdom, in which a tinéture 
of either tafte or religion remains. The prefent edition is 
elegantly printed, and {weetly embellifhed with fome beau- 
tiful and appropriate engravings. 


a 


The New Children’s Friend ; or, Pleafing Incitements to Wif~ 
dom aud Virtue, conveyed through the. medium of Anecdote, 
Tale, and Adventure; calculated to cntertain, fortify, and 

‘h from the 


improve the Fuvenile Mind. Tranflated chic 
German. Price 1s. 6d. 


_ A, Verbofe title to a little book, is fomewhat like a {pa 
cious portico to a {mall houfe. It indicates, at leaft 

to readers of talte, an incongruity inaufpicious to much 
improvement or pleafure from the contents, We promife 
the readers of this performance notwith{tanding, a con- 
fiderable degree of both. It is a beautiful fpecimen of in- 
fantile biography, and details the moft affecting lineaments of 
human life, in its earlieft and tendereft fcenes, by a variety 
of the moft fafcinating examples. By this interefting me- 
dium, it works on the beft and moft powerful {prings in our 
nature, and roufes all that is within us to efpoule and prefer 
whatever is fair, honourable, and praife-worthy ; and inipires, 
at the fame time, an unalterable ayerfion to every quatity of 
an oppofite complexion and tendency. A very fenfible and 
well-written preface, after explaining the nature and magne 
of the work, concludes in thefe words: “ The. acquifition 
© of Wifdom, Experience, and Virtue, at fo cheap and ealy 
«“ a rate, mult be deemed an advantage of the highe(t im- 
** portance 3 
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portance ; and, while this little volume tends to increafe 
the well-chofen library, let us ardently hope that the knows 
ledge of the juvenile poffeffor will be augmented ina {till 
greater proportion.” 


RE PR 


Female Tuition ; or, An Addrefs to Mothers, on the Education 
4 Daughters. A new Edition, greatly improved, and em- 
ellifoed with an elegant Frontifpiece. By Fohn Moir, 
A.M. Price, fewed, gs. 6d. 


E recommend this book to our female readers, for 
reafons they will foon difcover by perufing it. The 
author aflumes, as the foundation of his work, that much 
of our domeftic happinefs, that individual comfort, and that 
the morality and well being of the world at large, depend 


on female education. He confiders this as the fource of 
whatever improvements we wifh to take place in human life, 
and defpairs of all reformation which begins not here. He 
therefore addrefles himfelf to Mothers, and with great and 
importunate earneftnefs urges on them the indifpenfable and 
immediate neceflity of doing their duty by_ their daughters. 
This is the fpirit and tendency of his performance, of which 
he never lofes fight for a moment. He obvioufly writes from 
experience and the heart, and feems to aim at no other objeé& 
than the improvement and utility of the fex. He difcovers 
no propenfity to fhine, or indulge himfelf in afelefs flights of 
fancy, but facrifices every confideration to what he has moft 
at heart, the benefit of his reader. Of the awful refponfi- 
bility of all entrafted with the tuition of youth, he has no 
doubt, in his own mind, and leaves none on that of others ; 
and. he preffes this confideration on the confcience of mo- 
thers, the more {trenuoufly, that much of his fuccefs depends 
on its influence. The contents and preface give a brief and 
perfpicuous analyfis of the whole. It is embellifhed with an 
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elegant frontifpiece, but merited a more legible type and 
better paper. By this means, however, a large allowance of 
advice, on a very interefting fubje@, is afforded at a cheap 
rate; and we really do not know on what commodity our 
readers, whether mothers or daughters, can lay out the price 
_.of this book more prudently, or to a more profitable purpofe, 
~ than b pr themfelves with a companion fo convenient 
and ufe 


an ERI a 


Virtue’s Friend; confifling of Effays, firft publifoed periodicall 
and Subjeds conneGed with t Duly and Hepp of Man- 
hind, Vol. 1. 


eo is the firft part of a work, which, eftimated by 
the prefent {pecimen, promifes both elegance and utility. 
We truft thofe engaged in the profecution will be encouraged 
to perfeverance in labours fo much to their credit. And we 
pledge ourfelves to our readers, the perufal will amply reward 
their purchafe of a book, which, notwithftanding its petit 
fize and coarfe manufacture, is filled with ne ordinary con- 
tents. 


- ey 


The Fuvenile Olio; or, Mental Medley ; confifting of Original 
Effays, Moral and Literary, Talen F ? tc. Intended 
to Correa the Fudgmect, to Improve the Tafle, to Pleafe the 
Fancy, and ta Harmonize the Mind. Written by a Father, 
chiefly for the Use of his Children. Price 3s 6d. 


bes title fufficiently announces the nature and defign of 
the work before us, which, though the author would 
re(trict to the young, might not be unprofitably perufed by the 
old, Jt communicates the moft important inftructions, which, 
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by mortals can be tendered or received, througir great variety — 
ot agreeable channels... Here the weakeft underitanding 1s 

ph a and the ftrongeit not offended; all is fimple, and 
nothing filly ; wifdom is every where affociated with tafte, 
and the moft feriovs and interefting truths are adorned by 
the {weeteft attractions of fancy. In recommending fuch a 
work to our fair readers, we couple utility. with pleafure, and 
provide them with a fund of novelty and entertainment which 
will long afford them ample fupplies, and put into their hands 
a chart, which on no emergency will miflead them; but 
happily and fafely conduct them throagh all the flippery paths 
of youth, and duly prepare them for accomplthing, honora- 
bly and fatisfaftorily, the arduous journey of life. 
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Youth's Mi ; or, A Father's Gift to bis Children; con- 
Spins Original Effays, Moral and Li 
» ReflePious, Fc. Intended to promot. 
tee and ing, to Corre® the 
Tape, dtd tb Harmenind the Mind. By the Author of the 
Fuvenile Olio, Fe. Fe. Price 4s. . 


HIS is a mere continuation of the preceding article, 
profecuted with the fame intention, and in the fame 
fpirit ; and under the title it affumes, both, we underftand, 
will in future be com ded. Of the whole we cannot 
give a beiter account than by a brief extract from the author’s 
judicious preface. -“ Fame,” he fays, ‘* was not his object. 
** He wrote to inftrucé or amufe his own children, without 
* ftudying any embellifhment, fave that of truth—without 
** an ambitious difplay of any qualities, fave thofe of a warm 
"© and an affe&tionate heart. er parents, he has the plea- 
*¢ {ure to find, have entered into his feelings and his views ; 
* and his firlt attempts in this way have gained a circulation 
“ beyond his moft fanguine hopes, and far beyond their 
. be merit, 
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merit, if regarded folely as literary compofitions. The 
fhort view ot fome principal branches of human knowledge, 
and his ni naherame wey of others in this and the preced- 
ing volume, were only meant to excite curiofity, not to 
gratify it. On fuch flight and cafual citcumftances is the 
talte of youth formed, that it is wife to throw as man 
lures as poflible in its way,-to rou‘e attention. The origi- 
nal bias of our minds is not always to be accounted for ; 
but it is frequently known to arife from trivial impulfes. 
In our early years, a coincidence of tafte is perceived, and 
immediately elicited by the mo‘t fortuitous difcoveries. 
Poets, orators, mathematicians, and naturalilts, have felt 
the glow of emulation from defultory reading, or acci- 
dental remark, and have purfaed the career which their 

‘ genius pointed out, till they have gained the heights of 
celebrity.” 


a 


Pity’s Gift, a Colledion o erchce | Tales, to excite the Com- 


paffion of Youth for the Animal Creation. Ornamented with 
Vignettes. From the Writings of Mr. Pratt. Seleted by © 
a Lady. Price 2s. 6d. bound. 


HESE little, beautiful, affecting tales, give a favourable 
imprefhon of the works from which they are feleéted, 
The Lady, who affumed the pleafing tafk, aauercs her 
time well. Pity never tendered a more acceptable pift toa 
fufceptible heart. It has a tendency to do away what has 
been very generally confidered by the wife and good, in alk 
ages, the opprobrium ‘of humanity. They who cultivate 
habits of mercy to dumb creatures, can hardly be cruel to 
one another. An overture, made by a fair L.ady, of fo te 
der a nature, may well be addrefled with propriety wo 
fifters. It coincides with their characteriftic foftnefs and 
delicacy, and their influence happily united and exerted to 
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ive it efficacy, could hardly fail of fuécefs, . What can be 
fo forcible as their example ; and what other engine fo likel 


to bring virtue once more into fafhion, and recover her lo 
credit in the world! | 
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ReficHions on the profent Condition of the Female Sex, with 
Suggeflions for its 


mprovement. By Prifcilla Wakefield. 


E are much pleafed with thofe fenfible and well-meant 
RefleGions, and hope they will prove a fund of ufeful 
improvement to our readers. ‘The author enters on her fub- 
ject with the gravity and confidence of a philofopher, and 
difcovers both liberal endowments and confiderable knowledge 
of the world. The different claffes in which the arranges the 
fex, is ingenious; and the refpedctive duties afligned them, 
we believe tolerably correct. She endeavours to promote 
their utility, and prefcribes the conduct mo{t appropriate to 
their nature, genius, and feelings, in every condition, Her 
ideas of the focial ftate, give ample {Cope to her {tri@ures on 
the barriers which circumicribe feminine occupation ; and fhe 
reprobates, with becoming indignation, the encroachments 
tun on the various lines in which women might be rea- 
fonably and profitably employed. The work every where 
betrays fuch threwdnefs and fagacity, as entitle it to the no- 
tice of thofe who take the lead in life ; and may be ufefull 
read by thofe in the higheft, as well as thofe in the lowe 
ranks, ‘To young women of every clafs, it will always be 
found a rational and an ufeful direory. 
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Che Apollonian Cireath. 


a 


Under this head we open an Afylum for every fpecies of Fugi- 
tive Poetry, ferious and comic; trufling to the good jenfe and 
delicacy of all our Correfpondenis, in accommodating their 
refpecive favours, both to the mechanifin and drift of our 
Mifcellany, which is equally pledged to the brevity. and purity 


of whatever is inferted, 


VERSES, 


On feeing Lady G—r—d—r reach to examine and fmell to @ 
Flower Pot. 


| Qe her choiceft ftores difplay’d, 

Of odours rich and vivid dyes ; 

And vain of charms, her aim betray’d, 
To win regard from ae 
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Nor loft his toil—Aspasta views 
The lovely lure, the pleafing wile, 
Nor jealous of fuch fweets and hues, 


Approach’d the goddefs with a fmile. 


On faireft flow’rs, herfelf more fair, 
She breath'd a fragrance ftill more fweet : 
Bright Frora droop’d, in deep defpair, 
Such rival powers unwont to meet. 














In vain, fhe cries, my proudeft charms, 
Would vie with your’s to ftrike the fenfe ; 
Your beauty boafts fuperior arms, 
Your lips more precious balms difpenfe. 


+ a —— 


AN ELEGIAC ODE. 


Written at a period when the Author was ifirefed for th 
Fate of a long abjent Son, and never before publifbed. 


ps from the edge of yonder dufky cloud, 
The fall orb’d moon her languid glances threw ; 
Now wat’ry mifts the doubtful glories fhroud, 

As o’er her difk quick-fhifting vapours blew. 


Hark! the wild wind, rifing high, 
Speaks the ’whelming tempeft nigh 
ounting billows feek the fhore, 

_ Lightnings dart—deep thunders roar. 


Wrecklefs of the raging ftorm, 
Or black midnight’s Gbiade, 
Liftlefs of each airy form, 

That hovers o’er yon foaming flood : 


 s wretched matron, from that pendent rock, 
Braves all the horrors of a fearful night ; 
Her bofom torn with natare’s keeneft 
Each feature fhrank by mis’ry’s piercing blight. 
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O ye, fhe cries! who in thefe depths profound, 
uench every fair-form’d hope of youth and health, 
Whole fates furviving parents deeply wound, 
Once their delight—their happinefs —their wealth ! 
Ah! fay, if in your wat’ry tomb, 
A helplefs victim fleeps in death, 
For whom L twine fad forrow’s wreath, 
And feek dread midnight’s awful gloom. 


Say, does his gentle fpirit roam 

?Mongft amber rocks and lucid plains ; 

©, frantic thought ! it feeks another home, 

If *fcaped from hence, where grace and mercy reigns. 


M. 


EPS ae 


SEPARATION. 


Ww“ ND’RING beneath yon cavern’d rocks, 


Whofe tall heads top the neighb’ring land, 
I cheerful liften’d to the flocks 


Of fea fowl, clam’ring o’er the ftrand. 


And when a white fail, from afar, 
Stole on the twilight’s fading gleam, 

And when the bright’ning evening ftar 
Difpens’d o’er earth its lucid beam ; 

"T'was then this heart, ferenely gay, 
On each {weet {miling image dwelt ; 


And bafk’d in pleafure’s mildeft ray, 
Pure pleafure—only to be felt. 


But now—each profpect fails to pleafe, 
Slow creeps the folitary hour ; 


Chill blows the fofteft weftern breeze, 
And fick’ning, Sol’s once cheering pow’r. 
H 2 
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Sad from the deep, a delug’d eye 
I turn—while threat’ning fancy forms 
In every cloud that fpots the fky, 
Dark—but imaginary {torms. 





Once joy—and peace—and fmiling love, 
Subdu'd to tranfport churlifh care ; 
The frozen plain—the leaflefs grove 
Charm’d—bow they charmed !—for C— was there. 


Does courage fail to roufe thy foul ? 
Does forrow waite thine ardent prime ? 
Say, R d, do the hours that roll, 
Mark with fond grief the lapfe of time ? 


Ah! no—difdainful of the thought, 

T fee thy cheek indignant glow ; 
Thine awful eye, with honor fraught, 

Gleams vengeance on th’ infulting foe. 
Thy daring fpirit prompts to arms, 

And feeks the battle’s rage once more ; 


Devouring war thy bofom warms, 
While {tern thou mark’ft the Belgian fhore. 


Ah ! then avaunt each feeble fear, 
No more the coward {train be mine ; 
The burfting figh—the trickling tear, 
Ili facrifice at glory’s fhrine. 


Se 


LOVE AND POLITICS; 


OR, THE CONMENCEMENT OF A POETIC CORRESPONDENCE 
BETWEEN A YOUNG TEMPLER AND HIS MISTRESS. 


aie 
ttosioe. os 
me ge oe 





NDEED, my dear Peggy, you've nothing to dread, 
AL From a change in my heart—or a whim in my head ; 
‘Tho’, in truth, IT muft own all the ladies are fair, 
Yet sone, with my Lafs of the Vale, can compare. 








For 
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For charms that are eafily purchafed by art 

Attract but the eye—without wounding the heart ; 
So away with conjectures—with doubts—and with fears, 
And let fweet foothing {miles be the offspring of tears.— 
‘To doubt my affection, my honor, and truth, 

Is to doubt all the charms that embellifh thy youth ; 
To doubt the perfeétions that grace thy lov’d mind, 
And in fact to believe that thy Edward is blind. 

I am fure, my dear girl, that your father and mother, 
And that honeft fellow I hope to call brother, 

Will expect me to give them a prolix detail, 

Of all I have feen fince I quitted the Vale ; 

But, indeed, I have fcarce had one moment to ff 
Since the day I arrived in this Region of Glare: 
Such objects of wonder—fach {Genes do furprife ! 
That Argus, Im fare, might employ all his eyes ; 
And mine, I confefs, are A {tretch’d in their focket, 
I fear I fhould fuffer the fate of poor * Locket. 

Yet, in London, 1 think it would caufe a furprife, 

If a man loft his fight, by attempts to grow wif? ; 
For in{ftead of improving their talents,.by reading, 
The object of life, is attention to breeding. 

But, Peggy, you'll {carcely believe, when you know 
That rudenefs is now the great proof of a fe ; 

And women no longer become their chief care, 

But give place to a horfe—or a favourite mare, 

Tho’ {till they are obje&s on whom they will ftare : 
Yet ifonce, my dear Peggy, I e’er was to fee 

A lord, or a duke, behave rude unto thee, 

I'd lace ev’ry bone in his fides, and his back, 

"Till my rage was affuag’d by the hearing them crack, 
And think fuch a leflon would teach the whole feé, 
That women by nature demand our refpeét.— 

Tell your father, my love, I have enter’d my name, 
In hopes of obtaining fome portion of fame, 


* A gentleman who loft his fight by too clofe an application 
to ftudy. 


H 3 When 
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When the times will allow us to eu/tivate fen/e, 

Inttead of attending to plans of defence ; 

At prefent we are all arrang’d in a corps, 

And Blackftone, and Coke, are remember’d no more ; 
For thofe who are deftin’d to nouri/b our laws, 
Should foremott appear in true Liberty’s caufe ; 

And a Templar would bluth if he thought that his name 
Was excluded a place in the annals of tame. 

At a time when all orders of people agree, 

‘To fight for Old England, by land and by fea ; 
When Bedford no longer with-holds his aih{tance, 
But heartily joins in the plan of refiftance ; 

When Sheridan’s fatire no longer is keen, 

And Fox has relinquith’d his old fit of {pleen ; 
This, this is the feafon, for friends of the {tate, 
To fubdue all contention, all party, all hate, 

And united combine, in a true noble caufe, 

‘The protection af Property, Freedom, and Laws; 
The protection of Her, which, whit lite draweth breath, 
I'd prote, at the hazard of torvure or death ; 

For truft me, dear Peggy, no caufe could infpire, 

So ample a portion of firm martial fire. 

I have heard that true love is the parent of glory, 
And fee/, my dear girl, that this old fafhion’d {tory 
Was founded on fa&—for already I find 

Bellona, and Cupid, attacking my mind ; 

And feel a defire, at this moment, to face 

A clan of thofe minions, who’ve proved a difgrace 
To the mere name of man—and whofe actions declare 
They {prang from a mixture of tyger and bear, 

And prowl o’er the world after enfanguin’d food, 
Evincing their paflion for flaughter and blood ; 

The lait drop of mine, I would joyfully fpill, 

‘Yo protect my dear Peggy from infult or ill. 


‘ 


EDWARD. 


Teurcs, Arriz 26, 1798. 


TO 
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70 A FRIEND, ON HIS MARRIAGE, 


FROM MR. ROGERS’S POEMS, 


N thee, bleft youth, a father’s hand confers 
The maid thy earlieft, fondeft wifhes knew ; 
Each foft enchantment of the foul is her's, 
Thine be the joys to firm attachment due. 


As on fhe moves, with hefitating grace, 
She wins affurance from his fooghing voice ; 
And, with a look the pencil could not trace, 
Smiles thro’ her blufhes, and confirms the choice. 


Spare the fine tremors of her feeling frame ! 
To thee fhe turns—forgive a virgin’s fears ! 

To thee fhe turns with fureft, tendereft claim, 
Weaknefs that charms, reluctance that endears ! 


At each refponfe the facred rite requires, 
From her fuli bofom burfts the unbidden figh ; 
A ftrange myfterious awe the fcene infpires, 
And on her lip the trembling accents die. 


O’er her fair face what wild emotions play ! 

What lights and fhades in fweet confufion blend ! 
Soon fhall they fly, glad harbingers of day, 

And fettled fun-fhine on her foul defcend ! 


Ah! foon thine own comfort, extatic thought ! 

That hand fhall ftrew each flinty path with flowers ; 
And thefe blue eyes, with mildeft lu(tre fraught, 

Gild the calm current of domeitic hours. 
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4 MORNING HYMN FOR YOUTH. 


REAT, bounteous Author of the day, 
Oh, deign to hear my pray’r! 
Illume my mind with wifdom’s ray, 
And blefs me by thy care! 


Teach me, Oh gracious Lord, to know 
The paths of good, and ill; 

And as the ftream of life thal! flow, 
Each day to learn thy will ! 


Let mild Religion, gentle maid 
Inform my vouthfal | heaft, 

And with its {weet infpiring aid 
A thoufand joys impart ! 


And when diurnally I bend 
Before thy awful throne, 

Oh, may that aétion not offend, 
But former fins atone ! 


And may no idle thought arife, 
To draw my foul from heav’n ; 
But may I learn thofe hours to prize, 
Which were for virtue giv’n ! 


For moments are, tho’ fhort their date, 
The meflengers of years ; 

That whifper our approaching fate, 
And tell us Time has fheers ; 


That foon deftroys the cobweb thread 
Which now fultaineth life ; 

And will unite us with the dead, 
And end our joy or ftrife! 


Since life then is fo fhort a date, 
May I each hour employ, 

So as to meet my clofing fate 

With comfort, peace, and joy ! 
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AN EVENING HYMN FOR YOUTH. 


HE fun, declining in the weft, 
Proclaims the vanquifh’d day ; 
And modeft nature finks to reft, 
Beneath the fading ray ! 


Receive now, gracious Lord, my pray'r, 
For all thy gifts of good ; | 
Thy kind paternal foft’ring care, 
That gave me friends and food ! 
But fay, my heart, have I deferv’d 
My Maker’s bounteous grace ? 
Have | his ~— all obferv’d, 


And ran a godly race ? 


Have I each rifing fault repreft, 
Before to crimes they grew ? 
And have I e’er expofed my breaft 

To an impartial view? 
Or have I drawn a filken veil, 
My attions to conceal ? 
Withont reflecting, ev'ry gale 
Thofe actions might reveal ? 
Have I another’s failing thew’d, 
When I their faults might hide ? 
Or has my bofom ever glow’d 
With an excefs of pride? 
Has pity’s drop furcharg’d my eye, 
For troubles not my own ? 
Or has my bofom heav'd a figh, 
When I their griefs have known? 
The gracious Being who beftow'd, 
The precious gift of life, 
Ne‘er meant the current fhould have flow’d 
With envy, hate, or {trife ! 
But that a gentle, even tide, 
In various {treams fhould flow, 
And mild affection be the guide 
Of happinefs below ! 
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CHARADES. 











CHARADE I. 


ORE {weet than the breath that’s exhal’d from the rofe, 
Juft torn from the bed where it grew ; 
More foothing than founds which from fympathy flows, 
More foft than an extract from dew ! 


More firm than the rocks which in majefty rife 
Along the Norwegian fhore ; 

More cheering than rays which defcend from the fkies, 
From that God which the Perfians adore. 


Thefe, thefe are the charms that my firft may well boaft, 
My fecond’s Britannia’s firm friend, 

The bres by which fhe protecteth her coatt, 
And the Guardian on which the’ll depend. 


My whole is a balm of the mind that’s diftreft, 
-AfMfuaging its forrows and pain ; 

Impartiag fach joys to the fine feeling breaft, 
As never were purchas’d by gain / 


CHARADE I1. 


A term oft’ apply’d to much care, 

Much forrow, much trouble, or grief ; 
Yet again, ’tis fo far from defpair, 

That ‘tis merely a great weight of beef. 


My fecond is valued and priz’d 
y the place it receiv’d its birth, 
*Tis fometimes difdain’d, and defpis’d, 
As a mere congelation of earth. 


Attraction, all people muft own, 
Will fubdue e’en an adamant heart ; 

*Tis a charm which my whole has been known 
To poffefs, without fuccour from art. 
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CHARADE 111. 
My firft may be called an exchange, 
My fecond’s a holder of lands ; 
My whole is oft’ deftin’d to range 
O’er defarts and mountains of fands. 


CHARADE Iv. 
Time was, when ladies of fixty, or more, 
Were beheld with regard and efteem ; 
But now they have loft the refpe& of threefcore, 
Becaufe like fifteen they would feem 


This change, which evinces a frivolous mind, 
Induces the dame to apply 

To the aid of my firlt—conceiving fhe’ll find 
Some beau—with an half-blinking eye : 


Who, blind to the fymptoms of age and decay, 
And regarding the badge of her youth, 
Turns the blaft of December to bloffoms of May, 
’ And vows lafting donor and truth. 


My fecond’s a weapon, in ufe by a race 
Of men, which no honor e’er knew ; 
Again ’tis a term, when apply’d to a place 
Where they meet, both in numbers and fews 
My whole is a union of talents and fenfe, 
Of genius, of wit, and of fire; 


A place where a man, who is ftupid or denfe, 
uft never prefume to afpire, 


CHARADE V. ADDRESSED TO J. H——y ESQ 
My firft is a bound, or a mark, 
Intended to guide or confine ; 


— I have known it a fpark, 
ho has {carcely a moment to dine. 


My fecond’s a mark of decay, 
A fymptom of old Father Time ; 
My whole with much pleafure Ill pay, 
Ifmy friend will addrefs me in rhyme. * 
a 


A Poetical Selutign of the Charades will be attended to, 
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ACKNOWLEDGMENTS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 
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T the diflant idea, on the part of the Proprietors, was 
NO raed, ethat in their Hise Neceber ie. Soould have 
occafion to notice fo many valuable communications, and from [uch 
refpeable quarters ; but it is flattering to them, beyond any thing 
they could poffibly have imagined, to announce, that offers ao 
affflance and communications have been received from fome of the 

rft Lirerary Feuaras of the prefent day. A few of the 
pieces which have come to hand, are now prefented to their 


readers. 


Particular thanks are due to the writer of the Memoirs” of 
Mrs. H Mors, and it is hoped that many other Biographical 
Sketches of diftinguifoed Female Chara&ers will come from the 


Same fource. 

To the ingenious compofer of the very inflrudive » ¢n- 
titled ** The Orv W. Sy a Le a weukd lode we 
return our thanks; there is little doubt but every article, foe may 
think proper 40 fend, will have prompt infertion tn our Mifcellany. 

We were much concerned at being under the neceffity of omitting 
the very interefling Romance of Scuasraco: we derived fo much 
fatisfattion in the perufal of it, that we engaged an Artift to 

an elegant defign from a firiking paffage in the flory, which 
our engraver mot execute in time for publication; it will 
therefore form a part of the embellifoments of the fecond number. 


We prefiame not to di&ate to otir friends, but Novels, Tales, 


er Romances, fo calculated as not to engage more than three or 
four pages, will be moft acceptable. 
i : 
Want of room prevents our faying more, than our hopes of 
ring repeatedly from thofe who have Votunresran their 
fervices fo bonourably om the prefent occafion. 
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